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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 

The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 6 of the advertisements, and among these publi- 
cations attention is especially drawn to those referred to in the 
following notice. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

' The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom forthe month of February, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, Hast Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.G., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Graftori 
Street, Dublin. 

- Attention is further called to the fact that the “Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 13d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts, The ‘“ Annual Statement” for 1899 
will shortly be published. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
For a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign Office, and the Reports <i 
by the Colonial Office, see pp. 619 and 620. - 


INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL CONGRESS, 1899. 
- The Official Report of the proceedings of the International 
Commercial Congress at Philadelphia, has been published by the 
Philadelphia Commercial Museum, Philadelphia, at 2 dols. each 
copy (postage 30 cents additional), and by the courtesy of the 
Director of the Museum, two copies have been received at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, S.W. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

Enquiries trade received at the Canadian Government 

relating to Trad Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
® information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries.—A merchant in Cape Town asks to be referred 
to Canadian exporters of timber, cereals, dairy produce, &c. 

Enquiry has been received from a Glasgow firm for names of 
producers or exporters of wood meal (wood powder) from Canada. ' 

Enquiry is made for names of a few Canadian manufacturers 
who may desire to appoint a representative for Great Britain by a 
person who has had experience in the metal and hardware business. 

The publishers of an Imperial Exporters’ Guide and Directory 
desire to have the names cf engineers and officials concerned in the 
importation into Canada of materials for government works, the 
object in publishing such information being to bring buyers into 
direct contact with the manufacturer. 

A Glasgow merchant has asked to be referred to Canadian 
houses desiring to appoint a buyer in the British market. 


Canadian Enquiries—An agent in Toronto desires to know of 
some English firms who wish to be represented in that city. 

A Canadian firm is anxious to secure the services of an agent in 
Great Britain who will work on a commission basis for the purpose 
of introducing certain patented screwless door knobs and locks. 

A Canadian firm manufacturing plumbers’ and steam fitters’ 
supplies consisting of brass globe, angle and check valves, gate 
valves, brass taps, &c., is desirous of opening up a trade in 
England in these classes of goods. 


_ The following trade enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator of 
which Section further particulars may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries—A Glasgow firm, prepared to give excellent 
references, wishes to extend their trade in Canadian butter and 
cheese, and invites trial shipments. 

A London house dealing largely in closet seats desires designs 
and prices from Canadian makers. 

A Lancashire importer asks for names of Canadian manufacturers 
of cheap furniture. 

A manufacturing firm wishes for samples and prices of Canadian 
sea grass (suitable for upholstering purposes), and solicits com- 
munications from shippers. 

A Scotch firm of importers and merchants is open to purchase 
supplies of basswood broom, hoe and Irish shovel handles. 
Quotations in carload lots c. i. f. Glasgow. 

A North-country correspondent asks for names of Canadian 
preducers of mica for electrical purposes. 


| | 
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Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian manufacturer of birch, elm, 
and maple chair stock is in a position to fill good orders, and 
wishes to hear from imporiers. 

A Canadian manufacturer of mica lubricants, axle grease, fire- 
proof paints, &c., is prepared to furnish samples and prices to 
United Kingdom importers. 

A Canadian manufacturer of box boards asks for names of firms 
wishing to obtain supplies. 


FRANCE. 

The United States Consul at Lyons, under date of 27th December, 
. 1899, reports that an enquiry has been made at 
Opening for Trade his chon a for fish wiien 6 be used in the 
in Fish Scales. ,anufacture of artificial pearls and other orna- 
ments, by the recently-discovered method of a French chemist. 
‘The supply is much less than the demand, and it is said that large 
quantities will be used and a good price paid for them. The scales 
should be sprinkled with salt as soon as they are removed from 
the fish and packed in tin cans. It is believed that an important 
business might be established in an article that has, at present, 

no commercial value. 


PORTUGAL. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Sento tee from Her Majesty’s Consul at Madeira, stating 
Weteemetn. Ge. that tenders are invited by the Government of 
in Madei »”" Madeira for the erection of waterworks, and 
” a also for the completion of a scheme of drainage 
for the City of Funchal. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the houra of 11 a,m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 
The “ Madrid Gazette” of the 6th instant announces that an 
application has been made (accompanied b 

particulars of the project and pledge of 

ys for the concession of an electric tramway in 
Gijon, in the province of Oviedo, and that one month is allowed 
in which other applications offering better terms, and accompanied 
by particulars of their respective projects, and proper security 
may be made. 

Particulars of the route are given in the “ Madrid Gazette,” 
which may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


A2 
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According to a notice in the “ Madrid Gazette,” for the 3rd inst., 
> @anboat tenders will be received on the 10th April, at 
1 p.m., simultaneously in Madrid and the three 
; for sale. towrs named below, for the purchase, without 
npset price, of the gunboat ‘ Atrevida.” The particulars of the 
materials of which the above gunboat is constructed, and the rules 
for.tender, may be seen in Office No. 4 of the “ Direceiddel 
Material” of the Spanish Ministry of Marine, and at the office of 
the Secretary at the Headquarters of the Arsenals of Cadiz, Ferrol, 
and Cartagena, any working day prior to the above date. 


ITALY. 


The United States Consul at Venice reports that a preliminary 
agreement has been signed between the munici- 


pality of Venice and a company of Italian 
ms Hy capitalists for the erection of shipbuilding 


. works on the island of Sant’ Elena. 

. As Sant’ Elena is an almost deserted tract of land at the eastern 
extremity of Venice, the work of installing the plant can be 
begun almost immediately. Foreign manufacturers who would 
be interested in supplying machinery and materials should 
therefore communicate at once with the subscribing capitalists. 

The enterprise will be under the general direction of Com- 
mendatore Bigliati, of Venice, formerly director-general of con- 
struction in the Italian navy. Other promoters of the scheme are 
Count Papadopoli, Baron Treves, Cavaliere De Benedetti, Cavaliere 
Ernesto Breda, and Commendatore Guiseppe Da Zara, of Venice ; 
Gaetano. Romiati,.of Padua; and Cavaliere Eugenio Scartezzini, of 
Genoa. 

Subscriptions have already reached the figure of 6,000,000 lire 
(about 240,0001.), from which it may be inferred that the company 
has large plans in view. It is intended to supply the local steam- 
boat companies with additions to their existing fleets, to offer dock 
accommodation to visiting vessels, and eventually to lay down the 
largest craft to order. 


CRETE. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Saadlere foc from H.M. Consul-General at Canea, Crete, 
‘ stating that tenders are invited by the Cretan 
Construction of - Government, not later than the 7th April next, 
_ Tramways. for the construction and working of tramway 
lines between Canea and the suburb of Halepa, and between 
Canea and the new Government offices. 
‘ Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m, 
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BULGARIA. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
. from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General 
Tenders for 

Nase nel at Sophia, stating that further tenders are 
Railway Engines. iy vited by the Bulgarian Government, not 
later than the 9th April, at 10 a.m., for the supply of a certain 
number of railway engines. 

Such particulars as have been received may -be examined on: 


personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m, 


SIAM. 


The United States Consul at Bangkok reports that extensive 
Building building operations are being carried on in 
: Bangkok at the present time, a moderate 

Materials. estimate placing the number of permanent 
buildings erected last year or now in process of construction 
at 2,500. These do not include the temporary structures of 
the natives, but represent all styles of more permanent buildings, 
from the rented shop and humble dwelling to the new palace at 
Tusit Park and the most pretentious modern dwelling-house. The 
materials used in the construction of these buildings are wood, 
brick, corrugated iron, and tile. A few years ago, teak wood was 
the most common building material, but the great advance in the 
price of teak has led to the importation of cheaper woods and an 
endeavour to obtain other lumber from the forests of Siam. As 
yet, there has been no good wood found to take the place of teak ; 
for, in addition to durability and strength, it possesses the 
valuable quality of resisting the white ants better than other woods. 
Brick columns are now being used in the place of teak posts. 
While these are cheaper and furnish the strength needed, they are 
very clumsy in an otherwise lightly constructed building, and 
hence objectionable. It is believed that light iron girders and 
posts would find very general favour if once they were introduced. 
Several large fires have given rise to ordinances prohibiting “ attap ” 
(thatched) roofs or bamboo structures in the city in future. These 
circumstances, on the whole, have proved beneficial, for the city 
now rising is for a large part made up of brick, iron, and tile. 

In a city of from 500,000 to 1,000,000 inhabitants, rapidly 
increasing in size, and so scattered that it may well be called a 
city of magnificent distances, the great amount of building, the 
extensive improvements in walks and sewers, and the construction 
of new bridges in connection with the opening up of new streets, 
create large demands upon the market, which demands promise 
to increase rather than diminish for some time to come, for, with 
all these new buildings in the city, rents are exc2elngly high and 
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it is quite impossible for one to secure a comfortable tenement. 
Unimproved real estate is rapidly advancing in price, on account 
of the demand for new house lots; and the development by the 
King of Tusit Park, adjoining the city, is causing an extension of 
the streets (many of which are being paved‘with brick) that will 
take years for completion. 

Corrugated iron is extensively used in the less pretentious 
buildings for roofing, and to some extent for siding. 

The greater part of this corrugated iron comes from Belgium ; 
some of it from Germany. 

Any material that would furnish a light, cheap, non-combustible 
sheeting and roofing able to withstand the very sudden changes 
of climate, from drenching rains to intense sun heat, would readily 
control the market and displace the corrugated iron. If it can be 
easily penetrated by nails, it will be a great merit ; and the larger 
the sheets or squares the better it would serve the purpose. It 
would seem that some of the various products containing asbestos 
recently invented ought to meet this need. To introduce such an 
article it would be necessary to demonstrate its merits by using 
it in the construction of one or two buildings, as actual acquaintance 
with the thing itself is necessary in order to introduce a new 
article into the Siamese market. 

Building hardware is in large demand, and something of an 
immediate trade in cabinet-makers’ tools for working hard woods 
could no doubt be developed, if the trouble were taken to copy the 
tools that are already used by Siamese cabinet-makers. 


BRAZIL. : 

_A despatch, dated 19th February, from H.M. Consul at Para to 

— 7 Foreign Office, reports that the State of 

ara is well aware of the urgent necessity of 

Improvements. improving the port of Para, and it appears 

that it is willing to help the Central Government to undertake 
this important improvement. 

The Legislative Chambers of the State are now considering 
what steps should be taken in the matter, and the Governor has 
recommended that the State should obtain from the Central 
Government a concession to undertake the harbour works, and to 
transfer it to a contractor. 

The Governor also recommends that the extension of the water 
and sanitary works of the city should be included in the harbour 
contract, in the event of the contractor being willing to undertake 
the three contracts together. 
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STATE OF : THE SKILLED LABOUR MARKET IN 
FEBRUARY. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “‘ Labour Gazette.” It 
is based on 2,332 returns, viz., 1,648 from employers, 371 from 
trade unions, and 113 from other sources. (an 

Little change has taken place in the general state of employ- 
ment during February, most of the principal industries being still 
busy. The percentage of unemployed returned by trade unions 
is somewhat higher than last year, but with that exception is 
lower than at the corresponding period of any year since 1891. 

In the 137 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 524,872, 15,114 (or 2°9 per cent.) were reported as 
unemployed at the end of February, compared with 2°7 in January, 
and with 2°6 per cent. in the 123 unions, with a membership of 
491,790, from which returns were received for February, 1899. 


Employment in Various Industries—Coal Mining.—Employ- 
ment in February was exceptionally good, the average time 
worked by the collieries, included in the returns, being higher than 
any previously recorded in the six years during which these 
‘statistics have been compiled. The average time worked by these 
collieries, at which 448,888 workpeople were employed, was 5°69 
days per week in the four weeks ended 24th February, as com- 
pared with 5°63 days per week a year ago. 

Iron Mining —Employment continues good, but is not so 
good as a year ago. The average number of days worked by 
mines and open works, at which 16,627 workpeople were employed 
in the four weeks ended 24th February, was 3°55 days per week, 
compared with 5:86 days a year ago. 

Pig Iron Industry—Employment continues better than a year 
ago. At the works of 116 ironmasters 363 furnaces were in blast 
at the end of February, employing about 25,887 workpeople, as 
compared with 381 furnaces with 25,917 workpeople employed at 
the end of January, and 376 furnaces with 24,632 workpeople 
employed at the end of February, 1899. 

Iron and Steel Manufacture—-Employment is practically the 
same as at the end of January; it continues to compare favourably 
with a year ago. At 209 works covered by the returns, 82,698 
workpeople were employed in the week ended 24th February, 
82,400 in the week ended 27th January, 1900, and 80,092 in the 
week ended 25th February, 1899, the average number of shifts 
worked being 5:56, 5°58 and 5°60 respectively. 

Tinplate Trade—Employment shows little change, and is con- 
siderably better than a year ago. At the end of February, 418 
mills were at work (including those engaged in the manufacture of 
black plates), employing 21,183 workpeop!e. These figures com- 
pare with 418 mills employing 20,909 workpeople at the end of 
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January, 1900, and 356 mills employing 17,720 workpeople at the 
end of February, 1899. 

Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades has remained 
good. The percentage of unemployed union members in this 
group of trades at the end of February was the same as in 
January, viz., 2°3, compared with 24 per cent. in February, 1899. 
_ In; the Shipbuilding trades employment, though still good, is 
scarcely so brisk. The percentage of unemployed union members 
at the end of February was 2°9, compared with 2°0 in January, and 
2°8 per cent. in February of last year. 

Employment in the Building trades has been affected by the 
weather, and has fallen off to some extent. The percentage of 
unemployed union members among carpenters and plumbers at 
the end. of Kebruary was 3:1, compared with 2-7 in January: 
The percentage for February, 1899, was 1°5. 

In the Furnishing trades employment has continued. to: fall off 
in several branches, the percentage of unemployed union members 
at the end of February being 6°9, compared with 5:9 in January, 
and 3-0 per cent. in February, 1899. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades has re- 
mained fairly steady, though the latter is not so busy... The per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of February 
was 4°3, compared with 4°2 in January, and 3°5 per cent. in 
February of last year. 

In the Paper trade employ ment has remained good. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of F ebruary 
being 2°3, compared with 2:4 in January, and 3-2 per cent. in 
February, 1899. 

‘In the Glass trades the percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of February was 9°4, compared with 11:5 
per cent. in February, 1899. 

Employment in the Leather trades has continued to improve 
and is now brisk. The percentage of unemployed union members 
at the end of February was 1°3, compared with 1°8 per cent. in 
January. The percentage for February, 1899, was 3°6. 

Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade has improved, and is 
fair on the whole. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tailoring trade con- 
tinues dull; in the ready-made branch it has improved and is 
good generally. 

Employment continues very good in the Spinning and Weaving 
branches of the Cotton trade. Information respecting Cotton 
factories employing about 83,800 women and girls, shows that 
99 per cent. of those in Spinning mills and 93 per cent. of. 
those in Weaving factories were working in factories giving full 
employment during the month, compared with 97 and 92 per cent.: 
respectively in January, and w ith 90 and 81 per cent. respectively. 
a year ago. 
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.,Employment in the Woollen and Worsted and Tosiery trades’ 
continues very good. 

Dock and Riverside Labour in London.—Employment at the 
dovks and wharves is better than a year ago, but not so good as in 
January. During the four weeks ended 24th February an average 
number of 14,207 labourers were employed daily at all the docks 
and principal wharves, as compared with averages of 15,762 in 
January, and 13,836 in February, 1899. 

Agricultural employment was much interrupted in February by 
snow and rain, and 4 good many men, chiefly extra hands, were in 
irregular work ; but in no particular district were any considerable 
number reported to have been out of employment. 


Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 15,700 workpeople were reported during February, of 
which number 14,200 received advances averaging ls, 11d. 
weekly per head, and about 1,500 sustained decreases averaging 
2s. 04d. weekly per head. The net result was an increase of about 
1s. 63d. per head in the weekly wages of the 15,700 workpeople 
affected. The principal increases were in the iron and steel and 
metal, engineering, and shipbuilding trades; the principal 
decreases, in the building trades. Changes affecting about 200 
workpeople were preceded by disputes causing stoppage of work. 
One change, affecting 2,600 workpeople, was arranged by a Wages 
Board, and the remaining changes, affecting about 12,900 work- 
people, were arranged by direct negotiation between employers 
and workpeople or their representatives. 


Trade Disputes.—Thirty-three fresh disputes occurred in 
February, 1900, involving 11,357 workpeople, of whom 8,698 were 
directly, and 2,659 indirectly, affected. The corresponding 
number of disputes in January was 37, involving 11,305 work- 
people, and in February, 1899, 36, involving 5,348 workpeople. 
Of the 33 fresh disputes in February, 1900, 3 occurred in the building 
trades, 3 in the coal mining industry, 4 in metal, engineering, 
and shipbuilding trades, 21 in textile trades, and 2 in miscella- 
neous industries. Of the 32 new and old disputes, involving 11,500 
workpeople, of which the termination is reported, 12, involving 
2,871 persons, were decided in favour of the workpeople; 5, in~ 
volving 1,822 persdns, in favour of the employers; and 12, 
involving 3,126 persons, were compromised. With regard to the 
remaining 3 disputes, involving 3,681 persons, certain points are 
still under consideration. 
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The trade and shipping returns which appear in the “Natal 
Government Gazette” for 30th January last, show the value of the 
imports into and the exports from the Colony for the year 1899 to 
be as in the following table :— 


1898, 1899, 
Imports— | £ £ 
Merchandise ... 4,997,000 4,889,000 
Stores for the Natal Government) 
and railway material... se] 330,000 471,000 
Bullion and specie ... aa ey) | 46,000 1,359,000 
| 
| 
Total Imports 5,873,000 6,719,000 
| 
Exports— | | 
y sea 1,246,000 1,728,000 
Overland under transit system 939,600 | 1,123,009 
Overland under convention — | 177.009 
Total Exports ... 2,185,000 3,028,000 


These returns, but for the political crisis in the Transvaal ter- 
minating with the war, would have been still more interesting and 
instructive as illustrating the effect of the Customs Union and the 
new Tariff on the trade of the Colony. The “Natal Mercury,” with 
reference to this, remarks that the definite effects of so radical a. 
change of fiscal policy as the entrance of Natal into the Customs 
Union, are not to be learned in a single year, especially when 
the circumstances of the change permit a certain amount of pre- 
paration to disturb the fair incidence of trade, and political events 
disorganise it. Nevertheless, allowances can be made for these 
distracting elements, and a rough idea gained of the working of 
the new Tariff. The returns just published are much more 
complete than in former years, and convey a great deal more 
information. Columns have been added to many of the tables’ 
showing the increases and decreases per cent. in quantity and value. 


‘Imports.—The Collector of Customs states in a note that 
comparative calculations have been made on the amounts of. 
last year’s return, but that these are not quite accurate, as last 
year the basis of value was home value plus 5 per cent. and cost 
of railage. The 5 per cent. and cost of railage have been aban- 
doned under the Customs Convention, but cost of packing and 
packages have b2en added. To arrive at what would probably 
be a more correct comparison, 5 per cent. should be added to the 
total values for 1899, and the value of the imports would then 
be as in the following table :— 
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—— 1898, | 1899. 
Imports— £ £ 
erchandise ... 4,996,621 5,133,028 
Government and railway stores ... 329,653 494,194 
Total... # 5,326,274 | 5,627,222 


The writer of the article in the ‘“ Natal Mercury ” referred to 
above notes that many of the chief increases in the imports are 
not unconnected with the presence of the Army. There is an 
increase of 205°6 per cent. in value of oxen and calves imported, 
and 175:2 per cent. in sheep and lambs. These animals, were no 
doubt, largely used by the troops, although imported privately. 
There are large increases shown in the quantities of corn and 
grain imported, but reference to the table of goods sent in transit 
to the Transvaal shows that, in the case of mealies especially, 
almost the whole of the increased importation was for that Republic. 
An increase of 219 per cent. in the value of forage imported may 
be attributed to special circumstances, although it is somewhat 

‘remarkable that notwithstanding the great number of horses re- 
quired, only 813 were imported in 1899, as against 1,781 in 1898. 
The presence of the Army is again shown in an increase of 80 per 
cent. in value in the hops imported for the manufacture of beer. 
In nearly all classes of provisions and preserved meats there are 
considerable increases, and there is an increase of 100 per cent. in 
the quantity of unrefined sugar imported. It is not surprising to 
find an increase of 159 per cent. in the value of uniforms imported ; 
nor, considering the very heavy importations of liquor during 1898 
to save the higher duty of the new Tariff, to find that there are big 
decreases in all the items coming under this heading except rum, 
which shows an increase of 5 per cent., and it may be partly due 
to the decrease in the liquor imports for 1899 that, while the total 
value of the imports is greater than in 1898, the Customs revenue 
is less. A rather remarkable increase is that of 307 per cent. in 
perfumery, and as only a small proportion of the total was for the 
‘Transvaal, the increase may have been due to some new classifica- 
tion under the Union Tariff. : 

- The transit returns show a trade with the Transvaal amounting 
to 1,122,7831., against 867,575/. for 1898, but it may be noted that, 
with the new Transit Tariff, many articles were sent in transit in 
1899 that were sent out of open stocks in 1898. A reference to 
the table showing the transit trade with the Free State and places 
like East Griqualand, Pondoland, and Basutoland show marked 
increases also, but all more or less attributable to the same cause 
as that mentioned in the case of the Transvaal, 

' The “Natal Mercury” in the same article remarks on the 
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Trade of Natal in 1899. 


difficulty in analysing the trade returns for 1899, owing partly to 
the fact that all trade with the vee State, the Transvaal, and the 
northern parts of Natal has been suspended for a full quarter of the 
year. It may, however, be stated that, roughly speaking, so far 
as the imports go, but for political events and the outbreak of 
war, the trade of the colony for 1899 would have shown that a 
large increase had been brought about by the entrance of Natal 
into the Customs Union. 

' Exports—The total value of the goods exported for last year 
was 3,028,000/., as against goods of the value of 2,185,000/. in 
1898, an increase of no less than 843,000/., or nearly 40 per cent. 
The value of Colonial goods exported was 1,122,000/., as against 
1,004,0001., and the value of non-Colonial goods 1,905,000/., as 
against 1,181,000/. These figures, hcwever, may be deceptive in 
so far as they may be taken to show an iucrease in the export 
trade of the Colony. In the non-Colonial exports, for instance, the 
fiscal changes that came into force are responsible for an increase 
of 361,000/., being either the value of goods not recorded under 
the pre-Union system, or goods that under the old Tariff would 
probably have been supplied out of open stocks, and not recorded, 
instead of being sent forward in transit. The export of raw gold 
accounts for the balance of the increase. In 1899 the value of the 
raw gold exported was 403,0001., as against 40,0007. in 1898, an 
increase of 362,000/. It should also, however, be borne in mind 
that the trade with the Republics has been limited to nine months 
of the year owing to the war, so that, if all had gone well, the 
export returns for the year would probably have been much higher 
than they are, and would, when fully analysed, have represented 
a distinct increase in the export trade of the Colony. In the 
export of Colonial produce for the year, the figures do not 
represent any great increase over those of last year, but the 
surprise is that they should show any increase at all. The value 
of Colonial goods exported in 1899 was 1,122,000/., as against 
1,004,000 in 1898, an increase of 118,000, or a little over 10 per 
cent. The chief increases in the items coming under the head of 
Colonial produce are—bark, 27,0001., coal about 30,000/., maize 
about 3,000/., pickles, jams, &c., 4,000/, unrefined sugar about 
130,0001., and tea, 5,500/. The most notable decreases are wool 
40,0001., horns 5,000/., hides 120,0001., and mealie meal 9,000/. 
The heavy decrease in hides is due to the fact that the export for 
1898 was really that of two years, as hide export was prohibited 
during the rinderpest. ‘Turning to the increases, they are seen to 
be chiefly due to the Customs Union and increased trade with 
Cape Colony. A special table shows that during 1899, Natal 
exported goods to the value of 179,218I. to the Cape, as against 
goods totalling 44,7951. in 1898, and virtually the whole increase of 
135,0001. is represented in the one item of sugar. 
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The returns include several tables giving summaries of value 
which. are of considerable interest. The following, for example, 
gives the place of origin of the imports, and it will be seen that 
the imports from the United Kingdom and other parts of the 
Empire represent 78 per cent. of the whole import trade, practically 
the same as last year:— , 


Imports into Natal. 


From 1898, | 1899, 
£ 

United Kingdom... bed 3,713,000 3,494,000 
Cape Colony BEN 84,000 160,000 
Mauritius ... Jue 7,000 | 3,000 

Total, British Empire .... 4,176,000 | 4,174,000 
Europe (other than United Kingdom) sae 460,000 464,000 
America ... ahs 658,000 668,000 
Other Countries ... 33,000 | 53,000 

Total Imports ... 27,000 | 5,359,000, 


Another table gives the distribution of imports for the year, and 
one other table shows the chief articles of Colonial produce 
exported by sea, which shows that practically all Natalian exports 
are confined to eleven articles, viz., wool, coal, sugar, bark, hair 
(angora), hides, skins, tea, fruit, horns and timber. The imports 
from the Cape are, in another table, seen to have been 82,0001. as 
against 44,0001., so that the Cape’s trade with Natal has virtually 
doubled itself. 
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TRADE OF IN-SALAH (SAHARA), 


The French “ Moniteur Officiel,” of the lst March, contains the 
following particulars of the trade of In-Salah (Touat), lately 
occupied by the French :— 

Between the extreme posts of Southern Algeria and the Soudan 
there extends an immense area of arid territory, which under the 
general name of Touat comprises three principal districts: Gourara 
to the north, Touat proper to the south of Gourara, and Tidikelt to 
the east and south-east of ‘Touat. . 

The latter district, although the most sparsely populated, exer- 
cises a kind of supremacy over the others, and the possession 
of its principal centre, In-Salah, involves that of almost the whole 
of Touat. This region has an area of about 2,000 square kilo- 
metres (772 square miles) with 203,000 inhabitants distributed 
among 332 ‘“ ksour,” and possesses seven million palm-trees. 

In the midst of a country little more than desert, these territories 
are not to be despised. Although they produce but little more 
than a few dates and herbs, these “ ksour” are depdts for supplying 
the neighbouring nomads with victuals, especially In-Salah, which 
is the only possible market for the Touareg Hoggar. 

Touat has become, by force of circumstances, and by its geo- 
graphical situation, the centre of a very important transit trade 
between its inhabitants and the Soudan. It serves among other 
things as a deposit and exchange mart for the products of the 
latter country and European goods which come from the borders 
of the Mediterranean by way of Morocco or Tripoli. 

Two large caravans set out every year from Acabli, the 
most southern of the oases of Tidikelt, their destination being 
Timbuctoo. The first caravan starts in the beginning of April, 
and arrives at Timbuctoo at the end of May. It remains 
there during the warm months, sets out again at the beginning of 
October, and reaches Acabli towards the middle of November. 
The second caravan does the reverse. It leaves Acabli at the 
beginning of October, and returns in May. ‘Thirty-five days 
suffice for the journey, but the caravans take a little longer 
because of the necessary days of rest. The halting-places are 
known, and are fixed with regard to their resources of water, 
shade and forage. 

The goods transported to the Soudan are: Manufactured iron 
goods, guns, side-arms, draperies and hardware from Germany ; 
of English stuffs, printed calico, cotton goods and muslins; of 
Italian goods, glass-ware, “burnous” and “gandouras”; of 
French products, lace, thread, needles, utensils, sashes, paper, soap, 
tobacco, knives, arms, corals, essences, iron and copper wire, medi- 
cines, &c.; also dates and salt. 

The products of the Soudan which go north include ostrich 
plumes, ivory, tanned hides, gold dust, and basket work ; slaves 
also are sent. The caravans employ for this trade an average of 
9,000 camels. The value of the export business, not including 
the trade in slaves, is estimated at about two million francs. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


MAURITIUS. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
. Gate copy of the Tariff of Customs and Harbour Dues, 
peta a ms &c., in force in the Colony of Mauritius from 
ani other duties. the 1st January, 1900. The following is the 
text of the Tariff:— : 
Consolidated Customs Tariff. 


(Schedule B. to Ordinance No. 29 of 1895 as modified by 
the following Ordinances, viz.:—No. 19 of 1896 in regard to 
spirits, plain or compounded (Item No. 135); No. 50 of 1899 
as regards wines (Item No. 159), champagne and sparkling 
wines, tea and carcases of animals; and No. 16 of 1897 as 
regards tobacco. Ordinance No. 5 of 1898 and Proclama- 
tion No. 48 of 1899 regarding ad valorem rates. Ordinance 
No. 39 of 1898 as regards vinegar. Ordinance No. 51 of 1898 as 
regards petroleum (Item No. 112) and salt (Item No. 126). 
Ordinance No. 49 of 1899 imposing a surcharge of 10 per cent., 
and No. 30 of 1899 imposing a surcharge of 4 per cent.) 

IMPORT TARIFF. 


Rate of duty, 
sais Duty how lus sur- 
No. Description of Goods. of 
14 %,, 
1 | Ale, beer, porter, cider and perry— Rs. | Cts.. 
In casks per hectolitre ...) 7 85 
per dozen bottles, 1 20 
each bottle not to 
exceed one litre. 
In bottles... per dozen bottles)... 60 
, each bottle nct to 
exceed 5 deci- 
litres. 
2 | Almonds see eee per 100 kilos, 3 85 
3 Anchors and grapnels... 65 
4 | Animals, dogs ... ..| per head an 
asses, horses, mules ... Wes 60 
Do. Carcases of all ...| each 
5 | Animal charcoal one ooo] per 1,000 kilos....| 30 
6 | Arrowroot per 100 kilos. 2 75. 
7 | Asphaltum per 1,000 kilos...) 1 40 
8 | Assafcetida ... ave per 100 kilos. ...| 7 
9 | Bacon, hams, sausages and tongues ... ..| per 100 kilos. ...J 5 oe 
10 | Bags, pockets of linen (empty) per 100 ... 80 
», of Vacoa and Madagascar straw (empty)| per 100 ... coal een 16 
Of ail other descriptions (empty) ... 20 
11 | Bark per 1,000 kilos....| ll 
12 | Barley ... oes per 100 kilos. ...) 1 
14 | Beef and pork, salted ... 2 
Beer (see Ale) 
15 | Biscuits (mot swectened) re 1 10 
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Rate of 
ut Jus sur- 
No. Description of Goods, ge of 
14°), 
Rs. | Cts. 
16 | Bitumen per 1,000 kilos...) 1 | 40. 
17 | Bran per 100 kilos. ... 80 
18 Brassware 12 10 
20 | Bricks and tiles per 100 ... 10 
21 | Brimstone or sulphur, common per 100 kilos, | 
Bungs (see 
22 | Bunting.. per metre 15 
23 | Butter, margarine, or “any other substance. per 100 kilos. ...) 4 50, 
sold or used as butter. 
‘24 | Camphor, crude - per 100 kilos. ...4 9 
refined and in powsler 12 50 
25 | Candles, 8 
sperm .. ‘ 3 
composition and all other sorts sine 3 
26 | Canvas ... 3 30 
27 | Caoutchouc (manufactured) .. 18 
28 | Caps (percussion) per 1,000 20 
29 | Capsules (bottling) ... per 1,000 ‘ 1 10 
30 | Cardamonds (common) .| per 100 kilos, ...J) 2 30 
(small) ... 33 0 
31 | Cards, playing .. = ...| ad valorem 25 ~/,1 see 
“32 | Cartridges, empty perl00 ... 20 
33 Casks, empty, cla or new) ...| per cask oan 55 
34 | Cement . * oe ...| per 100 kilos. ... 30 
Cider (sec ‘ale) 
35 | Cinnamon hes 
36 | Charcoal NEN 10 
37 | Cheese ... 5 
38 | Chillies ... 2 
39 | Chorah . ” be 70 
40 | Cloves ... 5 
41 | Clay, pipe and fire eee ose ..-| per 1,000 kilos...4 5 wee 
42 | Coals, coke and patent fuel ... 55 
43 | Cocoa and chocolate ... per 100 kilos. ...) 13 20 
44 | Cocoanuts one] PEPAUD ..., = 5 
45 | Coffee... ...| per 100 kilos. ...) 5 
46. | Coir fibre 85 
Coke (see Coals). 
47 | Copper, old os Pt = 3 
sheets, bare, bolts, nails, &e. (red) .. 8 80 
” ” ” ” (yellow ” cog = 4 40 
metal). 
48 | Copperah or poonac ove 10 
49 | Cordage, coir... 2 
hemp ... 2 20 
oiled...... 5 
50 | Corks and bungs per 1000 
51 | Corn flour : .| per 100 kilos. .. 5 bs 


[| 
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Customs Tarif, &c., of Mauritius. 


No. Description of Goods. 
52 | Cotton, wool... .| per 100 kilos, 
» waste ... ” 
Cutch (see Gambier), 
53 | Detonators ...| per 1000 
54 | Dholl ...| per 100 kilos. ... 
55 | Dye wood ...| per 1000 kilos. ... 
56 | Dynamite ove .| per 100 kilos, 
57 | Eggs (fresh or preserved) ...| per 1000 
58 | Felt sheeting ... ...{ per 100 sheets .. 
59 | Fibre, jute, ms and other sorts ...| per 100 kilos. ... 
60 | Firewood one ..| per 2cubic metres 
61 | Fireworks ...,ad valorem. 
62 | Fish, dried or salted .| per 100 kilos. .. 
» pickled... was ” 
63 | Fruits, dried (except cocoanuts) ive sve 
and vegetables (fresh) pkge. 50 
kilos. ... 
64 | Gambier or cutch ee am ...| per 100 kilos. ... 
65 | Gandia ... per kilo... 
66 | Ghee ss .| per 100 kilos. . 
67 | Ginger, dry ” 
68 | Glass, window ... ne ...| per 100 metres... 
» bottles, empty - ...| per 100 bottles... 
69 | Glue ...| per 100 kilos. . 
70 | Gram eee ” 
Grapnels (see anchers). 
71 | Grease, cart rer ” 
72 |Gum, arabic... ” 
» copal 
73 | Gunpowder, sporting ... ” 
4 blasting ... ” 
Hams (see bacon), 
74 | Hay and straw ... 
75 | Hemp, undressed 
76 | Hides, raw and salted . sa ae ” oo 
” tanned see . ” 
77 | Hogslard... 
78 | Honey .| per heetolitre . 
79 | Hops .| per 100 kilos. 
80 | Horns ... ...| per 1,000 
81 | Horse hair 4 per 100 kilos. 
82 | India rubber (manufactured)... ou ” 
83 | Indigo, Prussian blue, ultramarine blue, ond per kilos 
any like preparation sold or used for 
laundry purposes. 
84 | Iron, wire and ...| per.100 kilos. . ... 
» pig oes ...| per 1000 kilos, . 
bars, hoops, pipes, wire, nails, galvanized 
sheets, rigging, chains, &c. 
85 |Jams an ...{ per 100 kilos. ... 


Rate of duty, 
plus sur- 
charge of 
14°), 
Kis, | Cts. 
1 90 
2 75 
1 ‘95. 
5 oe 
1 10 
ll 
14 
2 20 
60 
3 30 
15 
1 35 
2 50 
tee 25 
2 | (20 
22 
65 
2 20 
10 
3 30 
1 10 
‘10 
2 20 
8 80. 
6 
1 ‘10 
15 
2 75 
3 30: 
4 .| 95 
4 15 
3 
1 65 
85 
5 50: 
17 60 
1 10 
2 20 
8 
3 50 
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Customs Tariff, &c., of Mauritius. 


of duty, 
uty how us sur- 
No. Description of Goods. chargeable. aa of 
14% 
Rs. | Cts. 
86 | Jellies ... per 100 kilos. ...| 3 50 
87 | Lead, sheet and pipes 1 40 
90 | Lemon juice... ...| per hectolitre . 3 30 
91 | Lentils ... = ...| per 100 kilos, ... 65 
93 | Lime juice ...| per hectolitre 3 30: 
94 | Macaroni bee per 100 kilos. ...| 3 30 
95 | Mace... ..| per kilo.... 60 
96 | Machinery ard ‘apparatus for the manufac- per 1000-kilos....! 1 10 
ture and improvement of sugar, rum, or ‘ 
other produce of the colony. 

Do. when using the crane... 10 
$7 | Maize... bee ...| per 100 kilos...) 80 
98 | Malt ose ” on 1 65 
99 | Manure of all sorts ; and the following sub-|) ? 

stances when imported for the purpose 
of being used in the preparation of 
manures, or of other Colonial produce, 
or as disinfectants :— 

1, Ammoniacal liquor 

2. Bones, bone dust, bone oil ‘and dissolved 

3. Carbolic acid 

4. Carbonate of baryte 

5. Chloride of lime and potassium ... ee “4 

6. Chloride of manganese . . 

7. Chloride of soda, solution of coda 

8. Chlorideof zinc... 

9. Coal and wood scot T 

10. Dried muscular flesh and dried blood 

11. Ether 

12. Fish, and other substances damaged and 
condemned by the Customs Sanitary 
Officer as fit for manure only. 

13. Lime, carbonate of lime, sulphate of| }per 1000 kilus, na 30 
lime or gypsum, phosphate and super- ‘ 
phosphate of lime. 

14, Nitrates, silicates carbonates of 
potash and soda... 

15. Perchloride of iron 

16. Permanganate of potash ... 

17. Phosphate of soda.. 

18. Phosphoric acid (solid) : 

19, Substances imported by agriculturists, 
to be used in the destruction of insects 
or other parasites prejudicial to agri- 
culture, 

20. Sulphate of iron ... 

-{ 21. Sulphate and muriate of ammonia and 
other ammoniacal salts... eos 

22. Sulphate of potash, sulphate of potas- 
sium. 

23. Sulphate of zinc ... ove 

24. Sulphuric acid... ie 

25. Urate and sulphurated urine... soe J 
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aden Rate of duty, 
uty how plus sur- 
No, Description of Goods, chargeable. charge of 
Rs. | Cts. 
Margarine (sce 
100 | Marmalade per 100 kilos, ...) 3 50 
101 | Matches .. pergross,in boxes| 1 10 
containing each 
not more than 
100 matches,and 


a yroportional 
duty on boxes 


containing 
more than 100 
matches. 
102 | Mats and matting... per 100 kilos. 2 75 
105 | Mustard (prepared) Fe «| 30 
» all other sorts sie “a 2 50 
109 | Oakum ... 3 30 
112 | Oils, Castor 3 30 
» Gingely, mustard and pistachio 75 
», Cocoanut (when not imported from per heectolitre ...) 1 65 


the Oil Islands). 


Cocoanut (when from the ” 6* 
Oil Islands). 
» Olive, in cases... ...| per case not ex- 

ceeding 12 litres} ... 55 

» Neatsfoot ... ...| per hectolitre 

» Linseed... 1 95 

All other sorts (except perfume i 75 

113 Opium, crude ... ...| per kilo, 

114 | Paper, Cigarette per kilo. 4 40 


(gross weight). 
Patent fuel (see 
115 | Peas pet 109 kilos. 1 


* In addition to a sum of Rs. 4,099 paid under Ordinance No. 41 of 1875 by the 
proprietors of the Oil Islands. 

+ Ordinance No. 10 of 1872 defines petroleum (and Ordinance No, 54 permits, 
subject to Regulations, the importation and sale thereof) as rock oil, Rangoon oil, 
Burmah oil, any product of them, and any oil made from petroleum, schist, 
shale, or other bituminous substance and any product of them as (Ordinance No. 27 
of 1897) gives off an inflammable vapour at a temperature of less than scventy- 
three degrees of Fahrenheit’s Thermometer, 

Duty increased from Rs, 3.30 to Rs. 4, Ordinance 51 of 1898, 


139 


140° 


141 
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Customs Tariff, &c., of Mauritius. 


Description of Goods, 


” black . os 

Perry (see Ale) 

Pitch... 

Plaster of Paris.. 

Pockets, empty (See Ba: 

Pollard ... ooo 

Poonac (see Copperah). 

Pork, saited (see Beef). 

Porter (see Ale). 

Prussian Blue (see Indigo). 


Daty how 
chargeable. 


| 
| 


...| per 100 kilos. 


Rabannahs (not exceeding 2 metres cach) ... 


Sand, moulding... 
Sausages (see Bacon). 


| Seeds, Aniseed 


» Coriander... 
» . Gingely, linseed, mustard, metty, millet, 
poppy, and all others. 

Shooks, per bundle containing not more than 
sufficient to make one barrel, cask or 
tierce (tiergon), and a proportionate duty 
on bundles containing more than the 
above quantity, 

Skins, sheep and goat (tanned) 

Slates and stones for building and paving ... 

Soap (ordinary, not including 

Solder 

Spirits, plain or compounded, of any ‘strength 
not exceeding proof according to Sykes’ 
Hydrometer, and a further ‘proportional 
duty for any igen strength, 

Starch 

Steel, unw rought | 

Stones, for building and | pay ing r (sec Slates), 

Straw (see Hay). 

Sugar, raw 
» refined and sugar candy 

Sulphate of iron 


of copper 
Sulphur (see 


per bundle 


per 100 kilos. 


per 100 ... 


per 100 kilos... 


” 


” 
per litre... 


+--| per 100 kilos. 


* Ordinance No, 51 of 1898, duty increased from R. 1. 
t Increased from Rs. 1°20 by Ordinance No. 19 of 1896 (15th December, 1896). 


per 100 pieces ... 
...| per 1€0 kilos. 
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Rate of duty, 
plus sur- 
charge of 

14°, 
Rs. | Cts. 
16 50 
ll 
55 
t 10 
1 
1 65 
ove 55 
60 
2 
+ 10 
2 20 
5 
75 
1 
2 = 
85 
3 
3 
1 
55 
6 60 
15 
1 40 
he 80 
3 85 
1 327 
85 
2 20 
1 65 
5 25 
55 
1 65 
20 
75 


084 
No. 
| 
4 121 ee 
129 ... 
130 
132 
132 j 
133 
134 
| 135 
| 
136 
137 
198 
» 
| 


Customs &e., of Mauritius. 


Rate of 
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|a proportional 
duty per fraction 
of a degree above 
16|| degrees ac- 
cording to Gay 
Lussac’s alcoho- 
meter, contained 

in Bordeaua, 
Provence and t 
similar wines. 

* Increased from R. 0.10 c. by | Ordinance No. 50 of 1899. 

+ Ordinance No. 39 of 1890. 

t Amended and increased per Ordinance No. 50 of 1899. ; 

§ Increased from Rs. 1:20 by Ordinance No, 30 of. 1896 (26th December, 1896). . 

| Reduced from 18 by Ordinance No. 30 of 1896 (26th December, 1896), and by , 
a Resolution of the Council of Government the reduction shall not apply to wines 
shipped on or before the 25th December, 1896. 


| Duty how lus sur- 
Description of Goods. ot 
149 
Rs. Cts. 
142 Tapioca ... 100 kilos. 1 65 
Tiles (see Bricks) | 
145 Tin plates one pis per 100 kilos. 1 40 
146 | Tin slabs 8 80 
147 Tobacco, manufactured per kilo. 45 
|  Unmanufactured, grown and pro-) 35 
| duced in any of the Dependencies’ 
of Mauritius, except Seychelles 
and Rodrigues (Ord. 16 of at 1897) ; 
» Cigars and snuff 30 
Tongues (see 
148 | Treacle .. per 100 kilos. 1 10 
150 | Turpentine --| per hectolitre ...) 2 20 
m 151 | Twines, hemp ... tee ove +++! per 100 kilos. 2 45 
other sorts... Pe 1 65 
152 | Vanilla ... per kilo. 65 
153 | Varnish (all kinds) per hectolitre 5 50 
Vegetables fresh its). 
154 | Vermicelli ---| per 100 kilos. 3 1--30 
155 | Vinegarf per hectolitre 1 | 40 
not exceeding 8° | 
strength accord-| 
ing to Selleron’s 
acide-metre, and 
18 cts. per de- 
gree per hecto- 
+ litre above 8°, 
156 | Wax, bees srcaaae ... per 100 kilos. ...| 6 60 
158 | Wheat flour se Pre 90 
159 | Wines,{ in casks or in ‘any vessel not being a per hectolitre on| “7 65 
bottle of one litre or less. all wines, and a { 
further duty of 
R, 1°32§ per 
degree, of alcohol 
per hectolitre, and 


| 
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Customs Tariff, &c., of Mauritius. 


Rate of duty, 


wee Duty how plus sur- 

No. Description of Goods, chargeable. — of 
14°, 

per dozen bottles; Rs. | Cts. 


bottles not ex- 1 50 
ceeding 1 litre 
each, on all wines 
except sparkling 
Wines in bottles < | wines. 
per dozen half] ... 75 
bottles, not ex- 
ceeding 4 litre 
each, on all wines 
except sparkling 
wines. 
per dozen bottles, 
exceeding one 
litre but not ex- 
ceeding two litres 
each. 
» Champagne and other sparkling { | per dozen bottles, 
wines, not exceeding 1 
litre each. 
per dozen bottles; 1 25 
not exceeding } 
| litre each. 
160 | All goods, wares and merchandise not other- ase 10 51 ose 
wise charged with duty, and not mentioned 
above, or not specially exempted, shall be 
liable to an ad valorem duty of per 


cr 
. 


to 


centum.* 
—” on goods from gold currency countries is fixed at Rs. 15 per £1 per 
25 Frs., &c. 
EXPORT TARIFF. . 
Duty Rate 
No. Description of Goods. how chargeable. | of Duty. 
Rs. | Cts 
1 | Sugar, the produce of Mauritius... per 100 kilos. ...|... 30° 
2 | Goods exported from bond 
3 | Goods landed at this port ‘in transit for per 1000 kilos or | 
other ports ... per ton metric) > 1 
4 | Goods landed from vessels in distress, and measure \ 
reshipped ... 


CRANE DUES. 


For the use of the crane for lifting heavy goods ...| per 1000 kilos...) 2 

(Except in the case of machinery imported and 
paying duty when the charge is R. 1 per 
1000 kilos.) 


* Under Ordinance No. 14 of 1889 an additional 2 cts. per 100 ‘kil os. is is charged 
on sugar exported from the Colony. 
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EXEMPTIONS. 


Schedule C.to Ordinance No. 29 of 1895 (Consolidated Customs Tariff) as amended 
by Ordinance 16 of 1897 in regard to Tobacco cultivated in Rodrigues, and 


_ Ordinance No, 11 of 1897 as regards Item 8. 


10 


Description of Goods. 


Ballast, when the same consists of sand or stone. 

Glass bottles, imported full (except fancy bottles or decanters), 
Instruments for regimental bands. 

I 


ce, 

School materials for the use of free schools. 

Articles imported for the use of His Excellency the Governor. 

Articles of civil, naval, and military uniform, intended for the personal use of 
the importer. 

Provisions and stores of every description imported cr supplied from bond for 
the use of Her Majesty’s sea forces, or for the Colonial Government, or 
under special authority from the Governor, for the use of ships of war of 
foreign nations. ' 

Wearing apparel, luggage, or any instrument intended for professional use, if 
it be the property of a person coming to the Colony, and if it arrives 
within three months before or after the arrival of such person. 

All goods upon which the full amount of duty shall have been paid on their 
first importation into Mauritius, legally exported hence and afterwards 
returned : provided such goods shall be returned within three years from 
the date of their exportation, and it be proved, to the satisfaction of the 
Collector of Customs, that they are the identical goods exported from 
Mauritius ; and provided the property of such goods continue in the per- 
son by whom or on whose account the same were exported. 

Objects and specimens (animal, mineral, and vegetable) illustrative of 
natural history, including live plants and vegetable productions connected 
with the study of botany. 

Animals and goods (except oil, spiiits, and tobacco), the produce of any of the 
Dependencies of Mauritius other than Seychelles. 

Books and music. 

Coin and bullion. 

Lecches. 

Seeds intended for agricultural and horticultural purposes. 

Poultry. - 

Goods imported into Mauritius by the proper military authorities for the 
— use of Her Majesty’s land forces (Ordinance 9 of 1887), and naval 

orces (Ordinance 3 of 1891). 
Goods in transit transhipped direct from vessel to vessel. 
Tobacco cultivated in a imported from Rodrigues (Ordinance 16 of 1897). 


Prohibitions. 


Vine plants affected with any disease or brought from a place, 


beyond the limits of this island, where any disease of vine plants 
is existing or is supposed to exist or may hereafter exist.— 
Ordinance 14: of 1882 and Proclamation No. 9 of 1888. 


Base or counterfeit coin.—Ordinance 28 of 1892, Schedule II. 
Articles of foreign manufacture, and any packages of such 


articles, bearing any names, brands, or marks, being, or purporting 
to be, the names, brands, or marks of manufacturers resident in 
the United Kingdom. 


q 
q 
1 1 
4 
7 
8 
| 
ll 
12 | 
13 4 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 | 
20 
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Indecent or obscene prints, paintings, books, cards, lithographic 
or other engravings, or any other indecent or obscene —. 

Infected cattle, sheep, or other animals. 

Cast-off clothes.—Ordinance No. 22 of 1883. 

Goods referred to in Article 14 of the Merchandise Marks 
Ordinance, 1888. 

Dangerous goods. —Referred to in Ordinance No. 18 of 1896, 
Article 59. 

Restrictions. 

The shell of the “tortue de mer” or “ green turtle,” known as 
*“ Kahouaune,” and turtle oil, cannot be landed, removed, or 
imported into Mauritius from any of its Dependencies, except 
in virtue of a special permit issued by the Collector of Customs in 
Mauritius.—Ordinance No. 21 of 1871. 

Foreign reprints or copyright works are admitted under Her 
Majesty’s Order in Council, dated 1st April, 1853; but they are 
liable to a poundage of 20 per cent. upon their estimated value.— 
Ordinance No. 24 of 1851 in force from 14th December, 1895, by 
Proclamation, dated 13th December, 1895. 

Articles liable to be excluded from the Colony under Chapter VI. 
of the Quarantine Regulation made under inance No. 38 of 
1897-98. 

If any goods are imported or brought into Mauritius eontrary to any of the 
Prohibitions or Lestrictiens mentioned in the abore tables, the same shail he 
forfeited. 

Sworn Weighers. 

Sworn weighers are appointed under, and subject to, the 

provisions of the Proclamation, dated 29th April, 1816. 


Queen’s Warehouse. 


(Government Notice of 8th May, 1827, and Ordinance No. 19 of 1857, 
Section LV., Schedule B.) 


All articles introduced for sale, private use, or amongst 
passengers’ luggage, when secured in the Queen’s warehouse for 
examination or for the duties, if not removed within three days 
after the authorisation of their delivery, are charged as follows :— 


Above 15 days an 
15 days. levery 30 days. 
| | 
Rs. | Cts, | Rs. | Cts. Re. | Cts. 
If not exceeding 250 kilos. fi ak 50 ahs 50 
If above 250 not exceeding 500]... 50 | 1 
kilos. 
If above 500 and not exceeding 750) ... 75 | 2 50 1 50 
kilos. | 
750 and not exceeding 1,000} 1 wen 
-kilos. 
If above 1,000 kilos., at the rate, per} 1 a 2 eee 2 
1,000 kilos. of | 
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All goods Ianded by sufferance:and by bills of sight are liable | 
to the above charges for rent-from the date of their being: lodged { 
in the Queen’s warehouse. 


Boat Incenses. 


Proclamation of 16th December, 1823, and Ordinances Nos. 12 of 1848 and { 
19 of 1877, Section V. 


Rs. | Cts. 
Boats, barges, Lighters, or r other craft employed in loading or un- 

loading — or in supplying or discharging ballast 
per ton, perannum|; 2 


Careening ‘Hulks. 
Ordinances Nos. 24 of 1875 and 19 of 1877, Section VI, 


Rs. | Cts, 
For every hulk moored in any spot in the Trou Fanfaron, seed 

shall be paid a license duty of .. annum 1 000 | ... 
For every hulk moored outside of ‘the limits of the Harbour of Port, 

Louis, and moored in the shallow parts of the Harbour of Port, 

Louis, there shall be paid’a license duty of ... .... perannum 600 


Examination of Animals. 


: 


fees chargeable by Veterinary Health Officer attached to the 
Custom House (Ordinance No. 11 of 1879). 


1.— Examination within the Harbour. | 


For examination of and report on the following animals :— 
Dogs, not exceeding 5 oes 
»  execeding 5 and not exceeding 10 0» 
0 


1 és 
Asses, horses, mules (including ‘ponies), nct collectively exceeding 
10 head. 

» exceeding = and not exceeding 20 head | 
” ” ” 5 ” | 
50 100 ,, 
For every additional 50 or less a 
Horned cattle, and all animals other than those above enumerated —| 
Not collectively exceeding 10 head . Are $0 ose 
Exceeding 10 and not exceeding 20 head . 

” 20 ” 50 


200 ,, 


” 50 
For every additional 50 or less, 


2.—Ewamination outside of the Harbour. 


The above charges are to be increased by 25 per cent. 


In all cases a a for the i aged Health Officer must be supplied 
by Importers. | 


| 

| 

| | 
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HARBOUR DUES. 
- (Ordinances No. 3 of 1890 and No. 21 of 1897). 


Particulars. : Charges. - 
(1) PILOTAGE. Rs. | Cts, 
a. For pilotage inwards, and mooring Pal ton of register ... yi Wes O+ 
For unmooring, and pilotage outwards—per ton of register Ot 


e. For the pilotage inwards and mooring, of any steamer entering the}... 04 

: harbour merely for the purpose of taking coals, provisions, or 
water—per ton of register. 

d, For the unmooring and pilotage outwards of any such steamer—| ... o£ 

per ton of register. 
Provided that in cach case, the minimum charge shall not be less 
than twenty Rupees (Rs. 20). 
Vessels under 160 tons burthen entering the harbour shall not be 
required to take a pilet. (Proclamation of 24th March, 1860.) 


For taking a pilot to the Bell Buoy and not entering the harbour : 
For vessels under 500 tons =e ose 15 
For vessels above 500 and under 1,500 tons ... mee | 20 
For vessels above 1,509 tons... 


(2) TOWAGE. 
a. For every vessel not above 100 tons ... oes «1 30 
4. For every vesse] above 100 and not exceeding 200 tons... a ee 
e. For every vessel above 200 and not exceeding 400 tons—per ton] ... 15 
of register. 
d. For every vessel above 400 tons, sixty rupees (Rs. 60) for the! ... 10 
first 400 tons, and for every ton in excess of 400 tons. 
(3) ANCHORAGE. 
a. For every vessel breaking bulk or receiving cargo—per ton of| ... 38 
register. 
b. For moving any vessel from one berth to another in the harbour : 
For vessels under 200 tons register... 20 
For vessels over 200 tons register, for the first 200 tons ...| 20 sais 
For every ton of register over 200 tons - roe 02 
e. For every Colonial registered vessel trading with Madagascar. oe 25 


Reunion Island, or the Dependencies of Mauritius, per ton of 


register. 
Provided that the last charge of 25 cents per tor on any such vessel 
shall not be levied more than twice in one year. 


d. For every vessel not breaking bulk nor recviving cargo, per ton of} ... 23 


register. 
For swinging any vessel alongside of a hulk ove 
f. For re-mooring any vessel ese 20 


g. For any vessel remaining swung on "warps above 24 hours, or 
above 48 hours, when the Harbour Master has certified in 
writing that the vessel was prevented by unfavourable winds 
from leaving the harbour at the end of 24 hours after having 


been swung :— 
If under 100 tons 80 
If above 100 tons but under 1 ,000 tons. 80 
Jf above 1.000 tons but unier tons 60 


(4) IlIRE OF CHAINS, ANCHORS, AND BOATS. 

a. For every vessel not above 150 tons :— 
One anchor, perdiem ... = see 50 
One chain, perdiem _..... 50 


= 
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HARBOUR DUES.-— (Continued). 


Particulars. Charges. 
Rs Cts. 
b. For vessels above 150 tons :— 
One anchor, perdiem ... | 25 
One chain, per diem t 25 


> 


For the use of mooring chains or anchors "placed | around Trou 
Fanfaron :— 


For each vessel not above 100 tons, per diem sve 50 
For each vessel above 100 tons and under 400 tons, per diem| 1 oad 
For each vessel above 400 tons, perdiem__... 2 
d. For the use of a launch (manned), od diem 15 aes 
e. For the use of mud boats not to be detained over 4 hours alongside 
If kept longer than 4 hours, per “hour .. 


Vessels abandoned. 


All vessels abandoned in the harbour, and sold, shall either be 
broken up or fitted for sea within six months from the date of sale, 
subject to a charge of Rs. 10 per diem for every day that every such 
vessel shall remain not broken up or not fitted for sea after the 
lapse of six months. 

Vessels in distress are charged pilotage and other harbour dues. 


Exemptions. 


No pilotage or anchorage dues shall be charged on the following 
vessels :— 

(a) British or Foreign men-of-war and transports, or vessels 
belonging to the Government of Mauritius and vessels under 100 
tons burden ;—unless the commander or master has requested to 
be supplied with a pilot. 

(b) Vessels breaking bulk at the Bell _— and discharging 
cargo | to the extent of not more than 25 tons ; or landing not more 
than 5 horses, mules, or donkeys, or 20 sheep, pigs or goats. 

(c) Vessels ‘touching at Port Louis without entering the harbour. 


LIGHT DUES. 


Particulars, Charges. 


Local Light Dues. 


(Ordinance Nov. 3 of 1890.) 

Rs. Cts. 

Cn all vessels, excepting coasters employed on the coast of Mauritius, ... 09 
entering the harbour, or discharging or shipping cargo or 
immigrants in the roadstead of Port Louis, per ton of register. 

(The atove dues shall not be levied more than twice within twelve 
calendar months on any one vessel), 


| 

| 

{ 

| 

| 
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TABLE showing the AMOUNF of GREAT and LitTLeE Basses and MINIcoy 
. Lieut Dues leviable at Ports in CEYLON and MAUBITIUS, including the 
SEYCHELLES ISLANDS, at the Treasury Rate ef Exchange of One Shilling 
and Fourpence per Rupee, less the Abatement of Twenty-five per Cent. 


Great and Little Basses, 
#d. per ton, 


less 25 per cent. 


Minicoy, 
per ton, 
less 25 per cent. 


| 
| 
| 


Great and 
Little Basses. and Minicoy, 
per ton, 
less 25 per cent. 


Tons Net.) Rs. Cts. Tons Net. | Rs. Cts. | Tons Net.; Rs. Cts. 
1 2 1 3 1 2h 
33 1 2 43 
3 5} 3" | 1} 3 7 
4 7 4 | 23 4 93 
5 9 5 | 3 5 12 
6 10} 6 | 3h 6 14 
7 123 4 7 16} 
14 | 4} 8 18} 
9 16 O..J 5 9 21 
10 17} ~ 6 10 23) 
20 35 20° | 12° 47 
30 53 30 | 17} 30 703 
40 703 40 233 40 9t 
88 29 50 1 17 
60 1 053 60) | 35 60 1 404 
70 1 23 41 70 1 64 
80 1 40} - 80 47 $0 1 87} 
90 1 5S} 90 523 
_ 100 1 76 _ 100 683 109 34} 
200 | 8 513 200 1 17% 200 - 4. 69 
300 5 273 300 1 753 300 7 03 
400 7 (3 400 2 344 400 | 9 | 373 
500 8 79 500 2 93 500 11 °92 
600 10 54} 600 3 513 600 14 06 
700 12 303 700 + 10 709 16 404 
800 14 063 £09 4 68} 8060 18 D 
900 | 15 82 909 | 5 273 900 21° | 093 
1,000 17 58 1,000 |. 5 £6 1,009 23 44 
2,000 | 35 15} | 2000 | 11 72 2,000 46 87} 
3,000 | 52 734 | 8,000 | 17 58 3,000 70 31} 
4,000 | 70 31} | 4,000 | 23 433 | 4,000 93 75 
5,000 | 87 89 5,009 | 29 293 5,000 | 117 18} 
LAGOS. 


The Iboard of Trade have received a copy of an Order in Council 


Regulations as to 
Imports of Goods. 


relating to the importation of goods into the 
Colony of Lagos, as follows :— 
1. All ships, vessels, flats, rafts, boats, canoes, 


and navigable craft of whatsoever description, which shall either 
leave the Colonial waters in the direction of Porto Novo, or shall 
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enter the Colonial waters from the direction of Porto Novo, shall 
immediately before such leaving or entry, as the case may be, call 
at the Customs hulk stationed or moored off the Ajara Creek, and 
such hulk shall be the only port or station at or through which it 
shall be lawful to import goods coming by water from the direction 
of Porto Novo into either the Colony or any territory near or 
adjacent thereto, wherein Her Majesty may at any time heretofore 
have acquired, or shall hereafter acquire, powers and jurisdiction. 
2. Ships, vessels, flats, rafts, boats, canoes, and navigable craft, 
of whatsoever description leaving the Colonial waters in the direc- 
tion of Porto Novo shall deliver to the Officer of Customs on the 
said hulk a ship’s clearance signed by or on behalf of the Collector 
of Customs; and ships, vessels, flats, rafts, boats, canoes, and 
navigable craft, of whatsoever description, entering the Colonial 
waters shall submit their papers to examination by the Customs 
Officer on the said hulk, and save and except steamers proceeding 
direct from Porto Novo to Lagos shall pass entry for any goods on 
board and pay duty upon any dutiable goods. 
3. The master of every steamer proceeding direct from Porto 
Novo to Lagos shall deliver to the Collector of Customs, or other 
_ proper Officer of the Customs stationed at the said hulk, an account 
in the following form of the cargo on board such steamer, with a 
duplicate thereof signed by him, and the Collector, or other proper 
Officer of the Customs stationed at the said hulk, shall retain the 
duplicate and return the original account dated and signed by him. 


Surp’s TRANSIRE. 


Port of 
Ship’s Name and Port of "Master's Whither 
. Description. Tons. Men. Registry. Name. | Pound. 
| | 
| 
| 
CarGo. 
Duty paid and free. | Duty not paid. 
(Signed) 
Master, 
Cleared the day of 19. 
(Signed) 


(Collector of Customs or other Proper Officer). 


| 
i 
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And such account shall be the clearance of the ship for the voyage 
and the transire or pass for the goods expressed therein. 

4. The masters of all steamers proceeding direct from Porto Novo 
to Lagos shall, within twenty-four hours after the arrival of the 
steamer in Lagos, deliver to the Collector of Customs or other proper 
Officer of the Customs before any goods be unladen the transire, 
with the name of the place or wharf where the cargo in the case 
of bonded or dutiable goods is to be discharged noted thereon ; 
who shall note thereon the date of delivery and retain such transire 
as a record in his office. 

5. Nothing in this Order shall be taken to revoke the rules for 
regulating the importation of goods by the Addo River passed on 
the 3rd April, 1890, or to prevent Badagry being a port of entry 
inwards or outwards for goods shipped to or from that port. 


CEYLON. 


The “Ceylon Government Gazette,” states that the value of £ 

sterling will till further notice be calculated in 
so the assessment of Customs duty in Ceylon at 
or Customs Duty. the rate of 1s. 4./5d. to the rupee. 


GERMANY. 
According to a notification published in the “ Reichs-Anzeiger” of 
: the 10th inst., the following duties will be 
viel: spirits imported into the Togoland 


Spirits in 
Togoland and the - a Protectorates on and after the 
Cameroons. A. Togoland.—1. Spirits and liquids of all 


kinds containing alcohol, which are neither sweet nor mixed with 
a substance which would prevent the determination of their 
alcoholic strength by means of the alcoholometer :— 

(a) Containing 50 per cent. Tralles of alcohol, per litre, 48 pf. 
(2s. 24d. per gall.). 


- (b) Containing more than 50 per cent. Tralles of alcohol, for each- 


degree in excess, per litre, 1 pf. (0°55d. per gall.). 
_ (ec) Containing less than 50 per cent. Tralles of alcohol, for each 
degree less, a deduction, per litre, of 1 pf. (055d. per gall.). 

2. Spirits and liquids of all kinds containing alcohol, either 
sweet or mixed with a substance which would prevent the 
determination of their alcoholic strength by means of the 
alcoholometer, per litre, 48 pf. (2s. 23d. per gall.). 


B. Camerooys, including the districts belonging to the western zone 
of the Conventional Basin of the Congo. 

1. Rum, geneva, spirits, and other liquids containing alcohol, 
which are neither sweet nor mixed with a substance by which 
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the determination of their alcoholic strength by means of the 
alcoholometer is prevented, with an alcoholic strength:— ~~ 
(a) Up to and including 50 per cent. Tralles, per litre, 56 pf. 
(2s. 64d. per gall.). 
(b) Of 51 per cent. Tralles, per litre, 60 pf. (2s. 83d. per gall.).- 
(c) Of more than 51 per cent. Tralles, for each degree in excess, 
a surcharge, per litre, of 5 pf. (23d. per gall.). it 
2. Rum, geneva, spirits, and other liquids containing alcohol, 
which are sweetened or contain ingredients which prevent the 
determination of their alcoholic strength by means of the alcoholo- 
meter, ¢.g., all liqueurs, per litre, 69 pf. (2s. 83d. per gallon). 
Nore.—These duties are not retro-active as regards spirits 
imported into the Protectorates before the Ist prox., and on which 
duty was paid at the rates previously existing. 


The Board of Trade have received notice, through the Foreign 
Office, of an Order recently issued by the 
Saisie: Aidhin of Prussian Finance Ministry, with regard to the 
g : clearance of parcels containing the ashes of 
(Cremated Bodies. omated bodies. Such parcels, if accompanied 
by the certificate of a German Consular Officer, stating the place 
from which the ashes come, and certifying that the only contents 
of the package are ashes, will be allowed to pass unopened through 
the Customs, and instructions have now been issued to German 
Consular Officers authorising them to furnish such certificates. 


Parcels con- 


SPAIN. 3 


The following is a translation of a new Spanish Law, which 
appeared in the “Gaceta de Madrid,” of the 


ae 9th inst., empowering the Spanish Government, 
Customs a. in case of their placing before the Cortes at 
‘any future time proposals for the increase of 


Petar Customs duties, to levy such increases in duties 
Aygtiention of immediately on the proposals being formally 
Proposed Duties. 
Article 1.—Whenever the Government of His Majesty formulates 
a project of law for.the increase of the duties inscribed in any 
section (partida) of the Tariff of import duties they may order, by 
Royal Decree agreed upon by the Cabinet, that the new duties 
shall be collected by the Customs from the day on which the 
project is placed before the Congress. The new duties shall be 
liquidated provisionally and bond taken for the due payment 
thereof, and shall be liquidated definitely on the promulgation of 
the law. The total amount of the increase collected will be 
refunded. er 


q 
j 
| 
| 
} 
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(a) If the law be not sanctioned within six months counting 
from the date on which the Bill was laid before the Cortes. 

(b) If the Cortes be in the meantime dissolved. 

Article 2.—The increase in Customs duties referred to in the 
previous article shall not affect— 

(1) Merchandise brought in a vessel which was at sea, and 
bound for a Spanish port on the date on which the Bill was laid 
before the Cortes. 

(2) Merchandise despatched under direct bill of lading for 
Spain prior to the said date. 

(3) Merchandise in warehouse, declared for consumption within 
five days from the said date. 

- The circumstances under which the exemption is allowed must 
be duly certified in each case by the competent authority. 


TURKEY. 


The Board of Trade have received notice, through the Foreign 
Imp entition of Office, that the Turkish Government have raised 
foaitinn Guns the prohibition of the entry of sporting guns 

porting * and their appurtenances (such as percussion caps, 

&c., at Smyrna. &c.), and of small fancy arms, into the Turkish 

Provinces of Adana, Sivas, and Koniah, which prohibition had been 

extended to Smyrna as the port of entry for goods destined for the 

inland province of Koniah. Intending shippers of gun appur- 
tenances, other than percussion caps, and of fancy arms, are advised 
to ascertain though a local agent or through H.M. Consulate at 

Smyrna, whether the articles in question are included among those 

now permitted to be imported, since “ fancy arms” are limited to 

certain dimensions and “percussion caps” are the only articles 
specified as coming under the denomination of appurtenances. 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice on p. 436 of the “ Board of Trade 

: Journal” for the 22nd ult., respecting the 
rite og reread importation into Brazil of labels printed in 
. . prt Portuguese, the Board of Trade have now 
in Portuguese. received information, through the Foreign 


Office, to the effect. that such labels may be imported from abroad 
if destined to be affixed to boxes which are to contain native 
manufactured matches. Foreign matches being subject to a 
prohibitive duty, it could not be supposed that such labels would 
be used in order to palm off native matches as being of foreign 
origin. Half-finished articles, destined to be finished in Brazilian 
factories, may also bear labels in Portuguese. hes 
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With reference to notices which have recently appeared in the 

Board of Trade Journal”’ respecting Consular 
invoices for goods shipped to Brazil, and es- 
pecially to the notice on p.270 of the “Journal” 
for the Ist ult., a copy of a telegram has now been received at the 
Board of Trade from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, 
reporting that a Ministerial Circular enforces the penalties for the 
non-production of such invoices. 


Invoices. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The following is a translation of a notice which appeared in the 
German “ Reichs-Anzeiger ” of the 7th instant, 

—™ relative to the Customs Tariff Law in force in 
i the Argentine Republic for the current year :— 

In the “ Boletin Official” of the 5th January of this year the 
Customs Law for 1900 is published. The Customs tariff contained 
in this Law differs from the former tariff in the following respects:— 

An ad valorem duty of 35 per cent. is now imposed upon cases 
for ornaments (jewellery), and woollen tissues in general, with or 
without mixture. 

Steel in bars or plates is subject to an ad valorem duty of 
20 per cent. 

The following are now included in the class subject to a 5 per 
cent. ad valorem duty :—: 

Sulphur in general; cotton raw, ginned or not, and spun for 
weaving ; Trinidad asphalt; vegetable ivory (from Guayaquil) ; 
natural caoutchouc ; Quillaya bark; wood in fibre or pulp for 
paper manufacture; wick for wax matches; gelatine for use in 
preserving meat; ordinary tannin extracts for leather manufacture ; 
spun flax for weaving; hops; type-writers; churns and their 
appurtenances; natural white paper in strips of one to two centi- 
metres in breadth, destined exclusively for the manufacture of 
paper matches; rabbit-furs; precious stones; zinc in sheets, 
smooth, up to No. 4, cut for packing. 

The 24 per cent. and 4 per cent. ad valorem duties are sup- 
pressed. 

Amongst goods subject to specific duties the following are 
either newly included or have had the duty leviable on them 
modified :— 


Pesos, gold, 
Barley, pearled ... on ... Kilog. 0°025 
»  inthehusk ... 0:075 
Chocolate in powder ... 0°35 
Vegetable preserves in jars, bottles or tins ... ,, 9-12 


Pimento, in natural state 0:04 


t 
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Pesos, gold. 

Packing straw-, and similar 

paper .. Kilog. 0°10 
Common white paper for newspapers, in rolls 

or reams 0°025 
White paper, for drawing and writing ‘paper of 

all kinds, sizes, colours and qualities ao 0:05 
Sackcloth of crude aloe fibre ... 0-01 
Sacks of canvas or crude aloe fibre... — 0-015 
(The Government is moreover empowered ‘to 

authorise the admission of sacks for corn duty 

free, when the price in the country exceeds 

21 cts. (gold) per kilogramme. Should the 

Government decide to permit the free im- 

portation of sacks, the free importation of 

sackcloth shall also be allowed for the same 

period). 
Felt shapes for men’s and women’s hats ... Each 0°50 y 
Hats of woollen felt of all kinds, for men and 

Wire nails whe Kilog. 0°024 


As regards the export tariff, a new rule has been made by which 
catile, imported for fattening and subsequently re-exported, have 
to yay an export duty of 3 pesos gold each. This duty may be 
remitted if the cattle in question are imported from countries 
which levy no import duty on cattle imported from Argentina. 

The following new articles are included in the free list :— 

Machinery for extracting tannin. } 
Mining machinery. 
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The most important of the Russian railways at present under 
Stherian construction, is the Great Siberian Line, which 
Railwa may now be said to be nearing its conclusion, 
si though large portions of the road completed 
have to be reballasted and relaid, and numbers of bridges have to 
be reconstructed, &c. This has led to an additional sum of 
83,000,000 roubles being assigned last year for these purposes, the 
necessity for which is attributed to the unforeseen increase of goods 
traffic on the line. A report recently received at the Foreign 
Office from the British Commercial Agent in Russia, states that 
the value of the line has been greatly enhanced since the 
Chinese Government leased the Quang Tung Peninsula to Russia, 
thus opening a more direct route for this line to the ice-free 
Yellow Sea. The new town and port of Dalny at the terminus of 
the line was begun last.year and is to be a free port. About 800 
versts of the Chinese railway are already laid down. Temporary 
traffic has been opened for 445 versts from Port Arthur to Mukden. 
The main line from Missovoi station via Chita to Srietensk had 
been laid down at 28th December, 1899, so that only the line round 
Lake Baikal remains to be done. From Ist January, 1900, the 
former Western and Central Siberian Railway administrations 
have been abolished, and everything connected with the construc- 
tion of the whole line has been transferred to the newly-established 
Central Siberian Railway Administration. 

The former divisions were :—The West Siberian, from Tchilia- 
binsk to the Obi, 1,328 versts; Central Siberian, from the Obi to 
Irkutsk, 1,754 versts; the Circum-Baikal, from Irkutsk to Mis- 
sovoi, 292 versts; the Trans-Baikal, from Missovoi to Srietensk, 
1,009 versts ; and the Ussurian, from Habarovsk to Vladivostock, 
729 versts. The Manchurian replacing the Amur line is, from an 
administrative point of view, distinct from the Siberian. The 
pecuniary expenses of the whole line, the first part of which was 
laid on 12th May, 1891, have been over 500,000,000 roubles, in 
addition to which about 130,000,000 roubles will be required in 
1900. The whole amount of the cost of construction will exceed 
750,000,000 roubles. From acommercial point of view, irrespective 
of the influence it will have on the development and population of 
Siberia itself, the new line opens out large channels of trade, more 
especially in Chinese teas and silk, to the disadvantage of the at 
present increasing import into Russia of Ceylon and Indian teas. 
—Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 522. 


PORTUGAL. 
The “ Politique Coloniale” of the 21st February states that, at the 
present moment, much attention is being 
at “g directed to the proposed construction in Portu- 
Port y C guese Congo of three new lines of railway. Of 
ortuguese Longe these, the first line would extend from Cabinda 
B2 
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to Chiloango, while the second, which would start from the Bay of 
Lobito, 38 kilometres to the north of Benguela, would traverse 
Angola in its extension to Barotse. These two lines, the opening 
of which would give a very marked impetus to agriculture, are, it 
is said, to be constructed by Portuguese syndicates. 

The third line will start from Port Alexander and will extend to 
the country of the Koniamso. The construction of this line is 
much desired by the ‘‘Companhia de Mossamedes,” and would give 
an undoubted value to the very extensive territorial concession 
which the company obtained from the Portuguese Government, and 
which it has not hitherto succeeded in developing. 

The railways actually working are the line from St. Paul de 
Loando to Lukala (length 363 kilometres, equal to about 225 miles), 
which it is contemplated to extend to Malange (150 kilometres, 
equal to 93 miles, to the east); this line is worked by the ‘‘Com- 
panhia Real de Caminhos de Ferro atravez d’ Africa,” and the line 
from Benguela to Catumbela (23 kilometres, equal to 14 miles in 
length), constructed by the “ Companhia Portugueza de Caminhos 
de Ferro Africanos.” This is at the present moment not working, 
and shortly, no doubt, will be put upon the market. The capital 
of the company that promoted it was too small to permit of its 
successfully contending against the combination of the more 
important commercial houses of Benguela that was formed for the 
purpose of obtaining at a low price a railway system of very great 
value. 

It is estimated that the line will be put up to auction for the 
sum of 70 contos of reis. It is not known whether foreigners will 
be admitted to bid, but, in any case, the sale cannot take place 
without a preliminary announcement in the form of a public 
notice in the “ Bolletin Official” of the Province of Angola. In 
connection with this line, certain particulars may be of use. It is 
of special width, and its exact length is 23,299 metres. The width 
of the rails is 1,010 millimetres, the length of each rail used being 
six metres, with a weight of nine kilogrammes to the metre; most 
of the material would have to be renewed, although some ten 
kilometres are still in excellent condition. There are two stations, 
one at Benguela (near the port), and the other at Catumbela (at 
the foot of the hill upon which the fortress stands). ‘The general 
condition of these is eminently satisfactory. 

When the line was in full working order, the daily receipts 
(Sundays included) amounted to 650 milreis, or about 991. 


SPAIN. 
The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
’ copy of new pilotage regulations for the port of 
— read Cadiz. The text of the above may be seen in 
Tariff for "the original at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade any day between the hours of 10 
a.m, and 5 p.m, 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from the 
Imports of Pig- Secretary of H.M. Customs, the quantities and 
iron and values of pig-iron and unwrought steel regis- 
Unwrought Steel tered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United from the United States of America during the 
States. months of January and February, 1900, were 

as follows :— 


Pig-iron, Unwrought Steel. 


Quantity. | Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


1900. Tons, £ Tons, £ 
January 5,742 22,898 409 3,988 
February 2,356 8,905 369 | 6,190 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1899) 80,988 219,715 59,375 288,706 


Twelve months ended Dec, 31st, 1898) 76,356 | 180,614 29,374 | 158,689 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st,1897| 91,196 | 209,275 | 25,927 | 128,892 


BRITISH INDIA. 


‘The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” of 17th February says 
Briquette that, according to “Indian Engineering,” 
buildings and plant have lately been erected at 

Manufactory. Haranpur, for the manufacture of Dandot coal 
dust into briquettes. The manufacture seems extremely simple. 
The coal dust, with 8 per cent. of its bulk of pitch, well mixed 
together, is poured into moulds under a pressure of 18 cwt. to the 
square inch. From the moulds they pass to an endless chain, 
which delivers them alongside the trucks into which they are to be 
loaded. The plant also includes a separator and washer, but these 
are not used, as it was found that they removed a large proportion of 
the coal along with the dirt. The slack coal costs 5 to 8 rupees per 
ton, and the briquettes, which measure 6 ins. by 4 ins. by 3 ins., 
and scale 28 per hundredweight, cost, including all charges, such 
as interest on capital, 14 rupees per ton. The plant is capable of 
turning out 20 tons a day. 


| 
| 
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VICTORIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a statement from the Office of 
the Agent-General for Victoria, to the effect 
Output of Gold. that a cable announces the yield of gold of 
that colony for the last two months to have 


been 102,691 ozs. 


The “Journal of Commerce” (Melbourne) of 30th January 

reports that the Victorian coal industry is making 

Coal Industry. steady progress, the yield in 1899 having been 

262,380 tons, valued at 113,522/. As yet, how- 

ever, the colony has to import largely for its requirements, more 

especially for private use. Since the industry was established, an 

aggregate of 1,526,967 tons have been raised, valued at 793,5681., 
as seen in the following table :— 


Years. Output. Value. Value per ton. 

Tons. cwts. 8. d. 
1890 ... = 55,079 10 52,954 19 3 
1891 ... 22,834 3 19,731 17 3 
23,363 7 20,044 17 2 
1893 ... Sivas 0 49,167 10 8 
1894 .. 171,659 15 94,999 41 1 
1895 ... 194,226 10 118,400 12 2 
1896 ... 226,562 3 113,012 911 
236,276 17 108,640 9 7 
1898 ... 242,859 10 103,099 8 6 
262,380 0 113,522 8 8 

Total 1,526,967 15 793,568 


In 1899, two companies disbursed 11,6031. in dividends, but’ 
that the industry benefits the wage-earner chiefly is shown by the 
fact that the total distribution of profits by coal mines to the end 
of 1899 was only 43,353/., whereas the value of the product was 
793,5681. 


NATAL. 


The ‘“ Natal Government Gazette” for 13th February publishes 
. figures showing that the output of coal durin 
Conk: Renee 1898 amounted to 387,811 tons. In 1899 
in 1899. there are no returns for November and Decem- 
ber on account of the war. The aggregate output for the first 
10 months of 1899 (estimating the production in October at 
16,000 tons), amounted to 324,161 tons. 
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BOLIVIA. 


According to recent accounts given in the Bulletin of the Bureau 

of American Republics, the high value now 
Mining ‘Industry. prevailing for tin has greatly stimulated that 

industry in Bolivia, especially in the Uyuni 
district. The exports of tin ore for the year 1899 are estimated 
to have amounted to between 6,000 and 7,000 tons, and an 
increase is anticipated during the year 1900. Difficulties of 
transportation are alone responsible for the fact that the Bolivian 
tin product is not from 100 to 200 per cent. greater. 

Although copper veins containing almost pure ore have been 
traced almost uninterruptedly from the north to the south of the 
Republic, the cost of conveying the ore to the sea-shore has 
hitherto limited production. At present copper is only worked in 
a very primitive fashion at Corocoro, near Lake Titicaca. Other 
great drawbacks are lack of fuel and scarcity of capital which 
prevent the opening up of the mines in a scientific manner. In 
1897 the four companies working in the Corocoro district produced 
2,912,500 kilogs. of copper, and the annual exportations for several 
years past has averaged 3,000 tons. The shipments went to 
Europe, passing through the port of Mollendo, Peru. If, as is 
asserted, the Corocoro district is the equal or better than the 
Lake Superior copper district in the United States, foreign 
capitalists should interest themselves in its exploitation. 

Such minerals as antimony, borax and bismuth are to be found 
in large quantities in Bolivia, but in these, as well as in other 
products, the absence of transportation facilities interfere with 
their production and exportation, except in very limited amounts. 
They are mined in the primitive methods employed a century ago. 

Rich alluvial and quartz deposits of gold are known to exist in 
a number of localities, some of which are above the line of per- 
_petual snow. The climate and other natural obstacles have 
interfered heretofore with any practical methods of gold mining. 
The natives, however, say that, if they could accurately convey 
what are the possibilities in gold mining in Bolivia, the 
Klondike regions would be abandoned, and the rush of miners 
would be to their own country instead. No accurate information 
of the yield of gold can be obtained, but at present there is a con- 
siderable quantity of gold recovered by the Indians in river beds. 
The quartz ledges have not been touched for the want of proper 
machinery and competent miners to direct such operations. 

Labourers for mining work can be obtained at wages ranging 
from 14 bolivianos (2s. 9d.) to 4 bolivianos (7s. 4d.) per day, 
according to the class of work to be performed. 


| 

| 

i 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The average prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as 
Gurn Prices. received from the inspectors and officers of 


Excise in the week ended 10th March, 1900, 
were as follow :— 


Wheat... 258. 11d. 
Barley... ask 248, 8d. 


For further particulars see p. 611. 


A statement is published on p. 613, showing the quantities of the 
Imports of various descriptions of agricultural produce 
Agricultural imported into the United Kingdom during the 
Produce week ended the 10th inst.; the quantities of 
: the imports during the corresponding week of 

1899 have been added for purposes of comparison. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom, 
.4:,. during the week ended the 8th inst., was 70,275 
the number exported 8,583. During the 
first ten weeks of the current year, 772,125 bales were imported 
and 81,293 exported. 


The values of the total quantity of fish returned as landed on the — 


coasts of the British Isles during the month 
Fishery Statistics. > February, 1900, were as follows :— 


English and Welsh Coasts ... nae - 451,503 
Trish Coasts ... 9,250 


Detailed statistics showing the sale of fish landed, and giving 
particulars for the two months ended February, will be found for 
England and Wales on p. 614, for Scotland on p. 615, and for 
Ireland on p. 616. 

A remarkable feature of the Fishery Statistics of England 
and Wales for the past month is the increased value of the soles 
landed at the principal ports on each coast, such as Grimsby, 
Lowestoft, Ramsgate, Yarmouth, Brighton and Milford. Taking 
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the aggregate quantities and values of the soles landed at the 
seaports above-named—the amount for February, 1899, was 4,059 
ewts., valued at 32,1381. In February, 1900, there were landed 
at the same ports 3,352 cwts., valued at 37,0771. At Ramsgate, 
the price during the latter part of the month ranged as high as 
from 181. to 241. per cwt.; the average price per cent. in 
February, 1899, was from 71. to 81. 


Monthly Accounts of the Trade of Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions. 
With reference to the statement on pp. 525-6 of the “ Board of 
, Trade Journal” for the 8th inst., statistical 
Trade of Spain tables will be found on pp. 617-8 of this number, 
By showing the value of the imports into and 
Austria-Hungary. exports from Spain and Austria-Hungary for 
the month of January in the years 1898, 1899 and 1900. The 
figures are given in sterling as well as in the currency of the 
country to which they refer. 


AUSTRALASIA. 


The “ Journal of Commerce” (Melbourne) of 30th January pub- 
Customs and _—‘lishes the following return of net customs and 
excise collections in the undermentioned colonies 


during the year 1899, which has been issued 
from the Customs department :— 


Excise. 


| 
Colony. Customs. | Excise. Total. 
£ £ 
Victoria 1,986,821 324,194 2,260,515 
New South Wales .. 325,183 1,669,693 
Queensland ... 1,484,279 142,995 1,577,274 
South Australia... 570,498 37,966 608,464 
West Australia aa ns ave 847,045 26,760 873,805 
Tasmania... we 424,533 22,546 447,079 
Totals... ... ..  £| 6,557,186 879,644 | 7,436,830 
QUEENSLAND. 


According to the ‘‘ Queenslander” of 30th January, the trade 
Trade in 1899 of Queensland for 1899 was valued as follows, 
"as compared with 1898 :— 


1898. 1899. 


£ £ 
Imports 5,880,000 6,614,000 
Exports 10,079,000 11,040,000 


i 

| 


606 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [March 15, 1900, 


Trade Notes, 


RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office copy 
of a despatch from H.M. Ambassador at St. 


ee “4 Petersburg reporting that the Russian Depart- 
Travellers. ment of Customs has notified that the privileges 


accorded by the Circular of that department of 
the 80th November/12th December, 1899, to French commercial 
travellers in respect of the admission into Russia of samples of 
textile goods brought by them shall extend to those of British 
nationality. 

In notifying the foregoing to all the Russian Custom Houses the 
above Department adds that the privileges above referred to shall 
not in any way affect the General Rules established by the Minister 
of Finance on the 14/26th May, 1895, relative to the admission of 
patterns brought to Russia by commercial travellers, and in case 
British or French travellers wish to avail themselves of these latter 
rules they should not be prevented from doing so. 

The General Rules referred to above are worded as follows :-- 

1. On admitting sample goods brought into the country by 
commercial travellers, to be re-exported again, a special document 
shall be drawn up by the Custom House at which the samples are 
cleared, specifying the quality and quantity of such samples and 
the amount of duty levied on them. 

2. The above mentioned document shall be issued to the com- 
mercial traveller for presentation to the Customs authorities on the 
re-exportation of the sample goods, when the duty paid on them 
sha!l be refunded. 


SWEDEN. 


The United States Vice-Consul-General at Frankfort reports that 
the special commission for Swedish commerce 

Consular Service and navigation is considering in what manner 
as an aid to Swedish consuls can best be utilised to increase 
Trade. that country’s export trade. Some months ago 

the commission sent its secretary to study 

the subject abroad. It is proposed to establish a mercantile 
information bureau, which is to give Swedish merchants the 
latest data about openings for Swedish products in foreign markets. 
This bureau is to collect information from Swedish consuls and 
from other available sources and communicate the same without 
delay to parties interested. It is also proposed to give candidates 
for the consular service a thorough training. The secretary recom- 
mends that foreign methods of training consuls be carefully studied. 
He especially points to Belgium, where consuls, before they are 
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appointed, are obliged to travel in foreign countries and also 
examine industrial districts at home, in order to become familiar 
with the manufacture of goods intended for export ; later, at the 
expense of the Government, they make tours of investigation in 
countries where such goods are exported. 


SERVIA. 


The “ Handels-Museum,” of 8th March, gives the following figures 
: as to the foreign trade of Servia in 1899, as 
compared with 1898 


1898. 1899. 
£ £ 
Imports 1,641,000 1,851,000 
Exports 2,360,000 2,630,000 
BULGARIA. 


According to a report of the Austrian Consul at Philippopolis 
published in the Handels-Museum supplement 


Supply of 
of the 8th inst., 18 woollen-cloth manufacturers 
eae ny the of Gabrovo, Slivno, Karlowo, and Samokow 
— have formed a syndicate with the object 


primarily of supplying woollen materials for the requirements of 
the army, and the Ministry for War has already concluded 
contracts with the syndicate, which is said to be the first of its 
kind in the country, for the supply of their manufactures. 


MEXICO. 
The New Orleans “ Picayune” of 19th February states that the 
Bonded President of Mexico has issued a Decree for 


Wareh the establishment of a system of bonded ware- 
———— houses at ports of entry, which it is anticipated 
will be welcomed by the business community of the Republic. 


ARGENTINA. 


The Trade Returns for 1899 have been published. The imports 
Sante tn were valued at 116,850,671 dols. (gold), an 
increase of 9,421,771 dols. on 1898, and the 

1899. exports at 184,917,531 dols. (gold), an increase 


of 51,088,078 dols. on 1898. 
The value of the trade with the different countries was as 
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follows, according to a table in the “ Review of the River Plate ” 
for 10th February :— 


Countries. Imports. Exports. 
Dols. Dols. 

Germany 12,979,937 29,433,663 
West Indies 44,098 265,939 
Belgium... : 9,410,479 24,478,370 
Bolivia ... os 78,385 332,129 
Brazil ... 4,806,116 7,041,668 
nited States ... 15,466,846 7,667,523 
France ... ; 10,979,690 41,446,747 
Italy .... 13,780,072 4,926,612 
Holland... 4 x 143,056 1,481,526 
Paraguay 1,371,649 177,974 
Portugal... 98,003 72,184 
United Kingdom 43,671,421 21,721,591 
Other countries 173,761 39,964,942 


The following table from figures published in the ‘“ Review of 
the River Plate” for the 12th January, shows the destination of 
the principal exports from Argentina during the year 1899 :— 


~ To To To To To To 
Articles. United | United | |. Other | Total. 
Kingdom.| States. "| many. | Countries. 

Dry Ox Hides ..| No. 21,691 | 1,247,679 | 51,996 | 172,295 | 256,368 281,453 | 2,031,482 
Salt Ox Hides ...| No. 19,206 41,659 | 100,215 | 560,612 | 35,354 | 423,229 | 1,180,275 
Dry Horse Hides ...| No. — 88,457,  — 100 | 88,557 
Salt Horse Hides ...| No. 83,763 62 83,825 
Sheep ...| Bales 9,304 101 | 51,275; 2,870) 7,781 979 72,310 
Hair . Bales 692 2,784 16. 718 640 1,231 6,230 
Pipes 6,158 _ 671 — 7,241 3,882 17,952 

Tallow Casks 12,375 - 1,237 345 1,320 16,174 31,451 
Hhds 4,480 -- 2,000 30] 2,547 0,506 19,563 

Goat Skins Bales 17 1,891 1,322 174 — | 19 3,423 
Wool... wa ..| Bales 16,329 13,931 | 246,296 | 128,471 | 12,718 96,118 | 513,863 
Frozen Wethers .| No. 1,934,564 25,000 1,959,564 
Wheat .| Tons 227,734 -- 15,511 | 82,900 | 36,550 | 1,428,973 | 1,791,668 
Maize... Tons 184.065 158,493 72,577 | 46,741 | 660,8 1,122,720 
Linseed Tons 39,110 1,160 | 29,532 22,110 636 | 128,878 | 216,426 
Flour.. Tons 1,379 — 42; — 861 51,762 54,644 
Bran ‘Tons 5,172 _ 7,652 | 39,286 50 12,026 64,186 
Pollards Bags 22,773 ae 138,309 | 67,960] — 5,086 | 234,128 
Oilseed ..| Bags 23,380 — 3,671) 53,511 140 4,582 90,284 
Birdseed Bags 287 17 _ 2,132 2,436 
Hay ... i .| Bales 47 2,721 15 21 188 | 882,171 | 885,163 
Quebracho ... Tons 8,623 8,706 6,855 | 65,930 9,777 63,796 163,687 
‘Tobacco Bales 205 10,066 1,388 11,659 
Butter Cases 46,751 2,648 49,399 
Sugar... Tons 29,100 10 29,110 
Average weights :—One bale of wool, 450 kilos.; One bale of sheepskins, 450 kilos.; One bale 


of hair, 450 kilos.; One bale goatskins, 370 kilos.; One bale hay, 50 kilos.; One pipe of tallow, 
400 — ; One hogshead of i 
25 kilos. 


ow, 200 kilos. ; One cask of tallow, 100 kilos.; One case of butter, 
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PERSIA. 


Indian and British traders in the Persian Gulf have of late been 
Indian Traders °XPeriencing much inconvenience from the 
currency difficulties in Persia, The silver 
kran, which should be worth 44 annas, is 
Carrency. much depreciated. “Capital” (Calcutta), of 
8th February, states that there are several mintings of this 
coin, and more or less each minting has a different value; and in 
Bushire there are eighteen different kinds of kran in circulation, 
with varying quantities of silver and market value. The new krans 
alone seem to be of any real value, and the Custom House and 
Imperial Bank of Persia almost invariably insist on payments in 
these particular coins. Great numbers of these new krans have 
been sent into the interior of Persia, with the consequence that 
there is much difficulty in obtaining them at Bushire; and traders 
are being seriously inconvenienced. ‘I'o complicate matters, the 
“ Bushire Trading Company ”—a native concern—has been 
forwarding large numbers of new krans up-country and has been 
freely issuing currency notes of its own, called ‘“‘bijecks.” The 
- Bushire market has been deluged with these notes, for the company 
has been forcing them on its constituents, who are small dealers for 
the most part, and have been obliged to accept payments 
by these “ bijecks.” Some English firms were even obliged to 
accept them and experienced great difficulty in disposing of them. 
The Persian Government, however, has recently called upon the 
“ Bushire Trading Company” to call in their “ bijecks,” which 
have been declared illegal tender after the 1st June. 


JAPAN. 


According to the Handels-Museum of the 8th inst., an association 
has been formed in Japan for the purpose of 


cone sgt ascertaining to what extent China offers a field 
— a : © for Japanese commerce, industry, and finance. 


The principal questions to which the association, 
which is stated to be an influential one, and to which the most 
important Japanese commercial and industrial bodies belong, will 
devote attention are:—railways, mining, coasting trade, imports 
and exports, finance, wages, the investigation of suitable places for 
banks, insurance companies and sample-rooms, customs duties, the 
industrial and commercial activity of natives and foreigners in 
China, warehousing, Chinese commercial companies and commercial 
usages, weights and measures. 
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Liverpool.—At the last monthly meeting of the Liverpool Chamber 
of Commerce, Mr. G. H. Cox in the chair, it was stated that the 
Bradford Chamber had forwarded a copy of their memorial to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer praying for Government grants in aid 
of commercial education. The general trade committee recom- 
mend that the memorial should be supported by the Liverpool 
chamber. 

The attention of the chamber has been drawn to the forthcoming 
new German tariff, and complaint has been made that the duties 
on glass and glass manufacture in Germany, already very high, are, 
it is stated, to be increased. The Foreign Office has been asked 
for its assistance. 

Copies of the new schedule of the rates of discharge of sailing 
vessels at Hamburg had been forwarded by the Hamburg 
Chamber of Commerce, and transmitted to the Shipowners’ Asso- 
ciation. It was understood, however, that the new scale is not 
considered satisfactory. 

Firms interested in trade with Italy have been asked for 
suggestions as to matters calculated to improve British trade 
relations with Italy, with a view to transmission of the same to 
the Italian Permanent Departmental Commission appointed to 
consider the new Italian tariff and trade questions. Some 
suggestions have been received, and the Liverpool Chamber is 
in communication with the Foreign Office with a view to their 
transmission to the Italian Government. 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and officers of Excise in the week ended 
10th March, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1822. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Qrs. Bus. e & 
Wheat ov axe 58,703 25 11 
Barley we 44,921 4 24 8 
Oats ... one 16,624 0 16 11 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the year 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. | Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding | 
Week in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 


Qrs. Bus.; Qrs. Bus.| Qrs, Bus. 


1896 ...| 36,004 6 44,655 7 | 18,524 2 25 5 21 3 13 10 
1897 +| 48,630 3 34,894 2 | 15,913 


7 
1898... 62,875 1 |, 36,839 1| 14,665 6 | 35 8 
2 


| 
1899 79,274 6 | 44,196 0 | 20,486 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| | | | | 


612 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [March 15, 1900. 


Cotton Returns, 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 

at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 10 Weeks ended 8th March, 1900. 


| Week 10 Weeks 
end ended 
| 8th March, 8th March, 
1900 1900 
IMPORTS. 
4814 25,411 
Miscellaneous ... ove oes 1,016 7,560 
Total... ose 70,275 772,125 
EXPORTS, 
American 3,078. | 89,317 
Brazilian ooo ove ove 1,995 
a East Indian ... oe 117 | 3,962 
Egyptian 2,516 83,713 
142 | 2,306 


5,853 81,293 


7 
| 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
10th March, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
— ing week 


in 1899, 
Animals, living :— 
} Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves 0a Number 10,808 6,921 
and lambs .. ase 11,386 16,697 
Fresh meat :— 
ove ” 17,271 18,866 
or meat :— 
Pork 5,518 8,903 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh 12/387 13,047 
Meat, preserved otherwise than by salting 10,801 9,564 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
argarine .. 
Milk, condensed . 
Milk and cream, “fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk a 278 246 
Poultry ‘and game ... on ave ae Value £ 18,533 11,901 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) soe ees Cwts. 2,479 4,487 
88,253 65,494 
grain, meal and flour : 
Wheat medi ‘and flour 470,800 ‘434,000 
eee ooo 
Peas ose 5,7 
Maize or Indian corn ... 892,900 974,100 
$| ny ene | | Buses, 
Apricots and peaches* ... ior to 1 
Bananas* ... eee one se Bunches 17,415 
Owts, 
Gooseberries* ... ose - 
“site Entered by the 96 477 
Lemons oe bushel to 18,871 14,982 
Oranges 1 195,147 275,017 
Unenumerated ... 700 15,377 
Tons 1,984 2,290 
Vegetables, raw 
114,850 91,189 
Potatoes ... Cwts. 16,984 
[ 15,465 23,935 


* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
+ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900, 


Cc 
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Fishery Statistics—England and Wales. 
Statement of the Torat Quantity and of the returned as 
landed on the Enciish and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing 
unds during the Month and Two Months ended 28th 
ebruary, 1900, compared with the corresponding Periods of 
‘ the Year 1899. 
Two Months ended 
February. February. 
1900. | 1899. 1900. | 1899. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. wts. Cwts 
1,437 1,592 5,151 3,098 
Prime fish not separately distinguished 1,744 3.134 4.938 5,639 
Totalprimefish 11,704 14,870 28,520 51,049 
43,889 51,737 81,649 95,404 
Haddock 186,008 214,542 388,177 425,838 
Hake 181 2,305 5,669 $,129 
Halibut 2,517 2,753 4,212 4,360 
errings 13,566 39,293 23,025 
7 vil 10,131 7,945 16,206 14,810 
Mackerel 8,051 1,808 ,120 
not separately distingui exce e! 
Total... 402,068 455,886 |) 879,867 |” 896,367 
Shell fish :-— No. No. No. No. 
fing 199,902 235,947 308,110 
5,731 8,070 9,643 11,329 
730,000 5,651,000 6,988,000 7,362,000 
wts. ts. ‘wte. 
Othershell fish 41,099 47,918 97,724 100,996 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ £ 
44,064 41,296 94,402 90,703 
20,555 19,778 || 44,039 44,997 
Prime fish not separately distinguished ... 7,292 9,513 19,587 17,112 
Total primefish 76,505 75,207 || 168,083 | 162,456 
| 
38,728 37,159 || 72,387 72,080 
4 
Halibut 7,485 7,507 | 12,927 12,783 
ferrings 857 2,960 | 18,008 6,008 
7,333 5,179 12,672 10,238 
Mackerel... 676 1,718 2,971 5,581 
not separately distinguished, except shell | 
Shell fish :— 
1,302 1,902 2,328 
23,962 29,091 52,783 66,564 
Total value of fishlanded.. ...  ...| 451,503 $59,268 | 956,300 920,420 
Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The 
¥ are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. eee 


: re 
© 
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Fishery Statistics.—Scotland. 


of the Tora, Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and 
Two Months ended 28th February, 1900, compared with 
the corresponding Periods of the Year, 1899. 


| February. | Two 
| — 
| 1900. | 1399. | 1900. | 1899. 
| Quannrr. 
| 
Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. Cwts 
Cod 39,214 | 67,791 78,624 121,657 
Eel (C01 2,018 3,830 3,291 5,354 
( ger) 
Flounder, Brill 6,017 8,167 | 11,712 13,249 
Haddock 56,817 80,714 || 129,361 165,420 
646 1,540 | 1,1 2,187 
HerringS 130,131 91,760 | 196,604 120,649 
11,275 19,476 | 17,363 25,737 
Mackerel 280 | 570 
Saith (Coal Fish) « 6,012 6,655 13,£03 13,833 
Skate 6,890 13,330 | 11,972 19,083 
Sparling 9 39 | 15 70 
4,570 4,479 | 9,196 9,362 
no separa stingui: exce) C) 
3,505 4,055 7,829 8,525 
Total ... 269,047 304,124 485,296 509,551 
Shell fish :— 0) No 0. No. 
Crabs... 81,768 110,355 196,360 237,815 
Lobsters .. 28,590 43,044 73,127 76,415 
Oysters {2.100 102,353 180,100 
‘Wts. 8. wits 
605 2,365 1,768 4,929 
Mussels 1,164 | 17,763 27,447 37,873 
Other shell fish | 4,216 | 5,157 7,399 8,959 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ 
Soles Soles) 2,143 2,000 4,705 | $4,890 
Turbo’ 951 1,373 2,362 | 3,156 
20,186 29,312 42,545 56,944 
Eel (Conger) a 1,202 2,039 2,022 | 2,874 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 7,832 8,630 16,165 | 15,006 
40,843 48,087 95,775 | 108,760 
Halibu 1,220 7. 2,320 90. 
Herrings _... 42,445 15,038 75,680 23,449 
7 4 
Saith (Coal Fish) 1,116 2,758 3.00 
Spesiing : 33 "147 aie 
Tork 107 157 196 293 
Whiting 2,706 2,861 5,572 6,352 
Fish not reeparately distinguished, except shell 
fish .. 1,567 1,158 3,761 3,000 
129,631 125,249 267,079 241,305 
eee see wee ose one 402 579 994 1 174 
eee tee see 88 250 695 
eee wee ooo 558 907 503 1,963 
Othershellfish 2 880 1,069 1,597 1,942 
Total 3,781 5,842 8,732 10,807 
Total valueoffishlanded.. .. 133,412 131,091 275,811 252,112 


oTE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


c2 
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Fishery Statistics —lIreland. 


Statement of the Tora, Quantity and of the Fish returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Two 
Months ended 28th February, 1900, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1899. 


Two Months ended 
February. February. 
1900, 1899. 1900. 1899. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Total prime fish 214 248 465 418 
: 5,559 6,746 8,884 | 11,891 
Haddock 1,341 2,008 2,662 4,505 
Hake .., 148 126 
Herrings one 48 | 2,665 6,748 11,908 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish "| 9,655 | 5,815 5,278 | 8,870 
Shell fish :— No. No. 0. No. 
| ian | | 
Oysters = 7900 | 37,400 52,025 | 68,900 
8. Cwts. Cwts. 
1,768 3,165 3,061 4,816 
VALvE. 
£ £ 
Soles 523 630 1,097 9 
Turbot 260 $39 1 770 
Total prime fish ‘ 783 1,069 1,728 1,670 
Cod 2,457 3,066 4,479 5,408 
Haddock... . <i ; 1,114 1,753 2,414 3,690 
Hake ., ; 115 94 291 23. 
Herrings ... oe 20 385 1,002 2,259 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish ... 1,667 3,252 3,381 5,624 
11,254 || 17,373 21,657 
Shell fish :— 
er shell fish 361 458 636 762 
465 650 | 840 1,150 
Yotal value of fish landed 9,250 11,90 18,213 | 22,797 
| 


Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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Foreign Trade of Spain. 
Value of Principal Articles Imported into and Exported from Spain 


distinguishing Raw 


Materials, Manufactured Articles and Articles 


of Food during the month of January, 1898, 1899 and 1900 respectively. 
IMPORTS (Principal Articles only). 


Value of Imports during the month of January 


Classification of Articles. 


1898. 1899. 1900. 
Pesetas. Pesetas. Pesetas. 
Raw materials eae ove e 30,731,009 | 30,003,000 | 32,428,000 
Manufactured articles ‘ 14,910,000 | 19,205,000 | 24,218,000 
Articles of food... os 8,615,000 | 11,766,000 | 12,133,000 
Total (excluding bullion id vial 54,256,000 | 60,974,000 | 68,779,000 
Gold bullion and specie ... . 20,000 8,000 11,000 
Silver bullion and specie ... é 2,168,000 | 19,276, 7000 477,000 
Total bullion and specie 2,188,000 | 19,284,000 488,000 
Imports, principal articles only (in-| 56,444,000 | 80,258,000 | 69,267,000 
cluding bullion and specie). 
In & sterling. [Peseta = 954d. or 25 to the £.] 
& 
Raw materials 5 a 1,229,000 1,200,000 1,297,000 
Manufactured articles 596,000 969,000 
Articles of food... 845,000 | 471,000 | 485,000 
Total (excluding bullion 2,170,000 2,439,000 2,751 51,000. 
Gold bullion and specie 1,000 
‘Silver bullion and specie . 87,000_ 771,000 20,000 
Total bullion wat specie 88,000 771,000 | 20,000 
~~ rts, principal articles only (in-| 2,258,000 3,210,000 2,771,000 
cluding bullion and specie). 
EXPORTS (Principal Articles only). 
Value of Exports during the nonth of January* 
Classification of Articles. 
1908. | 1899, 1900, 
Pesetas. Pesetas. Pesetas. 
Raw materials 23,185,000 | 21,893,000 | 23,260,000 
Manufactured articles... ... :13,812,000 | 9,766,000 | 9,516,000 
Articles of food ... 30.784,000 20,018,000 25,426,000 
Total (excluding bullion and specie) 67,781,000 | 51,677,000 | 58,202,000 
Gold bullion and specie... “as ne 7,000 1,223,000 | 36,000 
Silver bullion and specie . 674,000 "434, | 883,000 
Total bullion and specie eer 681,000 cal 1,657,( 000 | 919,000 
— , principal articles only (in-| 68,462,000 53,334,000 59,121,000 
ding bullion and specie). | 
In & sterling. [ Pesetas = 9,4,d. or 25 to the £.] 
| £ 
Raw materials ses 927,000 876,000 | 930,000 
Manufactured articles... wee eae 553,000 390, 000 | 381,000 
Articles of food... 1,231,000 801,000 1,017,000 
Total (excluding bullion specie)! 2,711,000 | 2. .067,000 2,828,000 
Gold bullion and specie ‘ o= 49,000 | 1,000 
Silver bullion and specie .. es 27,000 17,000 | 35,000 
Total bullion and specie 27,000 66,000 36,000 
Exports, principal articles only (in- 2,738,000 2,133,000 2,364,000 
cluding bullion and specie) 
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Foreign Trade of Austria-Hungary. 

Value of Imports and Exports ( sere Trade) into and from Austria- 
Hungary, distinguishing Raw Materials, Partly Manufactured and 
Manufactured Articles during the Month of January. 

IMPORTS. 
Value of during the Month 
J 
Classification of Articles. 
1898. “1899. 1900. 

Kronen. Kronen. Kronen. 
Raw materials 78,816,000 | 76,696,000 | 86,341,000 
Articles—Partly manufactured . 15,680,000 16,526,000 17,594,000 
Wholly manufactured .. 33,876,000 | 36,672,000 | 36,333,000 
Total imports (excluding bullion) 128,372,000 | 129,894,000 | 140,268,000 

and specie). 

Bullion and specie... see 2,730,000 2,204,000 4,540,000 

Total imports (including bullion| 131,102,000 | 132,098,000 | 144,808,000 
and specie). 
In £& sterling. 
] £ 

Raw materials... 3,284,000 3,196,000 3,598,000 
Articles—Partly manufactured . 653,000 | 688,000 733,000 
Wholly manufactured .. 1,412,000 1,528,000 1,514,000 
Total imports (excluding bullion 5,349,000 | 5,412,000 5,845,000 

and specie). 

Bullion and specie). 114,000 | 92,000 189,000 

Total imports (including bullion| 5,463,000 | 5,504,000 | 6,034,000 
EXPORTS. 
Value of Exports during the month 
Classification of Articles. —- 
1898. | 1399. | 1900. 
| Kronen. Kronen. Kronen. 
Raw materials ove wee | 44,655,000 | 54,281,000 | 56,320,000 
Articles—Partly manufactured . «| 16,954,000 18,169,000 18,631,000 
Wholly manufactured .. | 45,919,000 | 55,345,000 | 56,214,000 
Total nie (excluding bullion 107,528,000 | 127,795,000 | 131,165,000 
and 
Bullion and specie .. one 4,249,000 7,869,000 3,994,000 
Total exports (including bullion) 111,777,000 | 135,664,000 | 135,159,000 
and specie). { 
In & sterling. 
& £ | £ 

Raw materials eee 1,861,000 2,262,000 2,347,000 

Articles—Partly manufactured . 706,000 757,000 776,000 

Wholly manufactured... 1,913,000 2,306,000 | 2,342,000 
Total exports (excluding bullion} 4,480,000 5,325,000 5,465,000 
and specie). 

Bullion and specie... oon ous 177,000 328,000 166,000 

Total exports (including bullion} 4,657,000 5,653,000 5,631,000 
and specie). 


A % 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Annual Series. 

Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898, Supplementary) 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies oss wet 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) | 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) . gd. 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897-1900 
2377 Hangchow (1898) eee 1d, 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) ove 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) ooo | 19d. 
2380 Venice (1898-99) see eee 2d. 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) .. iv oe | 23d. 
2382 New Orleans and District 2d. 
2383 Servia (1898 and aise oo) 
2384 Somali Coast . we ats 24d. 
2386 Netherlands (1899) sso ove 
2387 Havre (1899) ove 2d. 


Miscellaneous Series. 
The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 


on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued 


in 1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
519 Belgiwm.—F lax Industry of Courtrai_... ove oo | 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies a0 5d. 


521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law int: a 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... oe 4d. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. {March 15, 1900, 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued 
this year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Price, 


Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France | 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of | 


certificates of origin . 

Agreement between the ‘United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates... 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December, 
1888, regulating — communication between the 
two countries . 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg eye the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks 

Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel a — Convention 
of 31st May, 1865 ss 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


Annual. 


Jamaica 


Seychelles 

Christmas and Cocos- Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements... 
Basutoland ... 


q 
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